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Healthy Farms-Stronger Communities

Welcome to the July edition of the MIG Newsletter.
Half a year gone and six months to go! How time flies.

Well the seeding period has come and gone in almost ideal conditions for many MIG farmers,
which is unusual, but great to report.

Despite farmers getting a bit nervous about the dryness leading into mid May, our opening rains
started almost smack on the average for the region—May 20/21. Well done to those who picked
near this date for the ‘Date the Break’ competition...and no, we won’t be having a ‘Date the end of
the Season’ competition. | hope that is a long way off yet!

While I'm sure most would have appreciated some early rains to get weeds germinated, the
moisture has been most welcome and there have been many smiles associated with comments
relating to getting bogged and not being able to get onto the paddocks.

Although we have received good rains this past six weeks, the Department of Agriculture continue
to forecast a dryer than average finish to the season. Lets just hope that if it is dryer, rainfall
events are well timed to maximise our outputs for season 09.

Many thanks to all farmers who have conducted farm-scale cropping demos or who are hosting
MIG or other research trial sites within our region. It is difficult to put a value on the ground that
you leave for MIG and other researchers to conduct their work on, but | can only emphasise that
this work is hugely important to you and your farming counterparts in terms of learning how and
what works best in this area.

Our sponsors once again, have also been instrumental in helping MIG get trials and products
tested. They bring in valuable networks and resources to all our members and | would encourage
you to support them in return.

This upcoming period will be another busy one, with a number of events already scheduled into
the calendar, including a series of informal field walks which began last week. Keep an eye on
your email/fax for updates.

Claire Sullivan of the CBH Group has been busily coordinating key staff within CBH to come to
Mingenew to present an afternoon on CBH works and quirks—those that we don’t usually hear
about in the media or through our regular dealings with CBH.

Josh Roberts, Senior Trading Manager, Dr Narelle Kruger, Wheat Quality and Technical Manager,
and Mark Pontifex, their Lupin Trading Manager will all be in Mingenew on August 23 for an
afternoon of information, discussion and importantly a sun-downer afterwards! Everyone is
welcome.

Following that in August we have the Sustainable Farming Families workshop—to make sure you
are all looking after your health, the Grains West Expo—of which we have two sponsorships to
offer young farmers, the Heavy Land field walk on August 21 and the Spring Field Day on
September 3.

Have a look at the new MIG photo comp on page 11, and final nominations for the MIG Study
Tour are now due...it is sure to be a great week away.



Things have been all go on the R & D side of things at MIG over the last few weeks, with
the cropping trials being sown and emergence counts underway.

It has been great to see such excellent emergence and growth with the timely rains that
we have experienced since late May at both trial sites and farmer demo sites.

It has really been an ideal start to the season this year for most localities in the MIG area,
and | realized the extent of this when travelling home on the weekend.

Both crop and pasture growth to the south east of Calingiri started to taper off, with
paddocks becoming barer further south and onto York.

Many of these places had received only 10mL for May and June and were in need of
some wet weather.

It was good to see that the majority of these regions experienced a bit of rainfall over the
weekend to help with crop emergence and pasture growth.

Ok, enough on the central wheatbelt, back to the MIG area...

After a good soaking at the end of last week many farmers have started to apply Urea
and have been topping up with herbicides and insecticides.

Both trial sites are looking good, with the majority of the trials out of the ground.

Its been a great learning curve completing the seeding side of my first MIG cropping
program, and although there have been a couple of hiccups along the way, it is great to
see the plants finally come out of the ground!

This year MIG have a total of 10 wheat varieties on trial at the farmer demo sites.

Each site has about five to seven varieties, with different varieties being selected to suit
different areas.

This year the wheat varieties used at the farmer demo sites include: Axe, Carnamah,
EGA Bonnie Rock, Gladius, Mace, Magenta, Wyalkatchem, Brookton, Calinigiri and
Fortune.

There has been a lot of interest surrounding Mace, a Wyalkatchem type APW wheat with
good rust resistance, and as a result this variety has been included in all farmer demos.

It will be interesting to see how Mace performs around the region against other varieties
this season.

Unfortunately there will only be one barely demo this year, with the varieties in this trial
including Vlamingh, Gardiner, Buloke, Hindmarsh and Maritime.

There has been less barley grown by farmers in the Mingenew-Irwin Group region over
the past few years, mainly due to the feed price dwindling, and malting grades not being
achieved.

It will be good to compare the dollar return from both barley and wheat, with Wyalkatchem
being planted in the barley demo.

The canola demo sites are looking good, with good germination after the rain in May.

Both canola sites were sown dry and included: Tanami, Hurricane, Bravo, Cobbler,
Rottnest, Tawriffic and T2196.

In addition to looking at varietal differences, both hosts of the canola sites have agreed to
compare the practices of swathing and direct heading in Cobbler.

There has been much discussion into the differences such practices make in regards to
shedding, so it will be interesting to see if there are any benefits from either practice.

There will be three lupin varieties at each demo site, including Mandelup, Coromup and
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Wonga.

In addition, Mandelup will be sown at different seeding rates to investigate if there is a
difference in plant growth, vigour and yield.

The demo sites are very important to the MIG cropping program and provide farmers with
an idea of how different varieties perform in their specific regions, soil types and climates.

Many comments have been made on MIG member’s adoption of autosteer in the last
couple of years, and it has been great to see this in action when | travelled out to the
demo sites, and it was clear that having autosteer made coordinating trials much quicker!

The next few weeks should be busy, with a number of field walks planned for sites such
as the Dividend demo, the undersowing pasture demo, Edge (propyzamide) demo, the
Heavy Land Trial Site and many more.

Field walks are designed to provide the latest information to our growers and for farmers
to see what research is being done in the area, so please make an effort to come and
learn something!

In the coming month there will be an R & D meeting held to discuss the trial program that
ended up going in this year, and also to discuss topics and presenters for the 2009
Spring field day which will be held at the Sand Plain Trial Site.

If you have any innovative, interesting or inspirational ideas for topics to be included at
the field day please inform myself or any of the R & D committee members.

A big thanks to all those who have hosted a demo site this year, Murray Blyth and the
various tractor drivers from DAFWA for helping to put the trials in, and explaining the
workings of the cone seeder, Richard Quinlan for talking me through all the important
aspects of the trials program and to the numerous farmers who have helped with fixing
machinery and explaining plant counting procedures!

If you have any questions regarding the trial program please give me a call.

| hope all your crops are thriving and that the great start that we have had continues on
into the season!

‘Date the Break’ was a fiercely contested local rainfall comp with almost all sites having a
winner within a day either side of the season break on May 21! Well done to all.
The winners for each recording station (as per the Bureau of Meteorology site) were:

Mountain Bridge Sally O’Brien Predicted: May 20
Received: 29.4 mm on May 21
Tabletop Murray Blyth Predicted: May 20
Received: 41.4mm over May 20 & 21
Arradale Wayne Obst Predicted: May 7
Received: 31.4 mm over May 20 & 21
Coolangatta Steve Rowe Predicted: May 25
Received: 36.4 mm over May 20 & 21
South Kathryn Fleay Predicted : May 20
Holmwood Received: 38.8 mm over May 20 & 21
Mingenew Richard Quinlan Predicted: May 22

Received: 32 mm on May 21

Bellendaine/Yandy Teneale Bagley Predicted: May 27
Received: 37 mm on May 21

Your salubrious prizes are at the MIG office. The grand prize (drawn out of the hat of all
7 station winners) and donated by Daryl Beattie of Undaminda Fencing & Spraying, went
to Wayne Obst (the benefit of being the only person nominating at Arradale)! Daryl has
donated spray nozzles, which will no doubt come in very handy this year.
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Pasture cropping is the sowing of an annual pasture over an already existing pasture. In
the case of this trial, it is sowing an annual winter cereal into a paddock of sub tropical
perennial grass.

In recent years there has been a lot of interest from farmers regarding the demonstration
of this system and | am fortunate to have Donald Heitman and Mark Watson implement
the trial on behalf of MIG. Craig Forsyth and Keith Tunney at Irwin have also begun to
trial this system, so monitoring of these sites will add valuable information to the trial
data.

Donald Heitman’s sub tropical perennial grass paddock was sown in September 2005 to
the Evergreen mix. This includes Gatton panic, Rhodes grass, Signal grass, Bambatsi
panic and Setaria although Setaria has not persisted. Donald opted for one knockdown
of SpraySeed @ 1L/ha after heavy grazing.

Mark Watson opted for a light grazing followed by a single SpraySeed knockdown, again
at 1L/ha. Mark’s paddock was sown in 2003 to the Evergreen mix; however natural
selection has resulted in a paddock of mainly Rhodes grass with some patches of panic.

A knockdown on perennials has a dual purpose. It is used to kill germinating weeds as
well as suppress the perennials. Perennials need to be suppressed in order to reduce
their competition and allow the annual winter crop to get established.

Donald and Mark have used very different machines to sow their crops. Donald used
knife points at 12 inch spacing using an up and back system, while Mark used twin discs
at 9 inch spacing and sowed around the paddock.

Mark sowed oats, and will be allowing them to go to seed and will graze them as a
standing fodder crop. Donald will spray-top his oats and barely and will use them as a
standing fodder crop, however both will take them through to harvest if they perform well.

Donald has expanded his trial by experimenting with dry and wet sowing. Dry sowing
oats resulted in a large number of perennials being ripped out, with those ripped out most
likely not to recover. In Donald’s case, seeding barley into wet conditions appeared to be
a better option for his equipment as it didn’t disturb as many of the established
perennials, appearing to ‘hold on’ better in the sandy soil. In terms of paddock
preparation, it may also prove better to wait for weed germination, as there are now a
higher number of weeds in the dry sown area. In its defence, the paddock was not spray
topped in 2008 in order to prepare for seeding so that will also have an impact on weed
numbers.

Despite initial horror at the knife point damage to the perennials in dry sowing conditions,
it may in fact promote their growth come spring. From Craig Forsyth’s experience with
pasture cropping using similar machinery, the perennials have thrived from their pasture
cropping experience. He believes the rip-tare action has possibly aerated, divided and
reinvigorated the perennial’s growth, so we hope that once the soil temperature
increases in spring, we will see similar results at Donald’s.

As expected, seeding using Mark’s machinery resulted in minimal damage to the
established perennials. Mark used a twin disc seeder that scarcely disturbed the soil let
alone the perennials. Again this site will be monitored to see how the perennials
compete as the cereal crop establishes and develops.

To further develop this trial, project partners DAFWA, EverCrop and CRT will be looking
at various herbicide control methods. A number of herbicides will be trialled at varying
rates to see what will suppress the perennials without killing them.

To really establish pasture cropping in this region, this will be an essential piece of
knowledge. As Donald stated, ‘it cost $90/ha to put them in so we don’t want to wipe
them out.’
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Grain growers across the wheatbelt of Western Australia are mostly no tillers, have less
and less sheep (if any) and crop continuously until drought or weeds get the better of
them. Most of these changes have been driven by pure economics but also with
environmental improvements clearly in mind.

The WANTFA website reports that by 2005 over 80% of WA croppers were using ‘no-till’
technology. The use of discs is not widespread and it is a fait bet that 95% or more of
this group were using tynes, although there are pockets with a much higher proportion of
disc users such as on the south coast.

The use of tynes over discs has been a logical decision with most previous experiments
with discs seeing them come up short for various reasons including poor establishment,
root disease caused by a lack of cultivation, cost, etc.

Although some research has shown that root diseases decrease where stubble is
retained over a longer period and the term suppressive soils has been “coined”.
Nonetheless, tynes are proven, are certainly low risk, allow plenty of choice and are
typically cheaper!

As we look forward however, a 100% crop system, or close to it, is more and more on the
radar for many grain growers. Under this system it is obvious that managers will be
dealing with higher and higher levels of stubble residue which have not been broken
down by grazing.

There are broadly two choices to manage high crop residue levels. One is to physically
remove the residue (i.e. burning, baling, ploughing) and the second is to manage the
residue as best as possible (i.e. cut low and spread at harvest, widen row spacing,
modify or change tynes, move to discs).

The Mingenew-Irwin Group (MIG) are partners in a long term GRDC funded project
headed by WANTFA which aims to take no till to the ‘next level’ by further exploring high
residue farming systems. This project, which began in 2006, has seen two long term
sites established — one at Cunderdin (heavier soil) and one at Mingenew (sand).

Although the project is much more than about stubble handling, the core principle of
‘maximum cover at all times’ makes stubble handling an integral part of the system.

I look after the Mingenew site on behalf of MIG and as such am in a good position to
comment on what has been occurring at that site thus far.

In 2008 we thankfully had a return to good seasonal conditions which allowed us to grow
some excellent crops (both grain and purely for cover). As an example of the level of
cover achieved a Saia Oat crop sown in 2008 delivered 6.0 t/ha of biomass which was
largely still present at seeding 2009. Naturally seeding through such a stubble residue
would be difficult for any seeder but | am sure that it would have been impossible for a
tyned seeder (at normal row spacings).

The photos on the right hand side show a Chamberlain 753 combine fitted with ‘K-Hart’
double disc units and leading 20 inch diameter, 25 wave ‘Yetter’ coulters at 12 inch row
spacing sowing through this mat of Saia oat cover.

Also shown is the excellent establishment that resulted. This result certainly impressed
me and even the WANTFA researchers | suspect!

It should be noted that in the example highlighted, the Saia oat crop was knife rolled at
flowering in 2008 resulting in the straw lying in a north — south direction. It was not
grazed and then the plots were sown by the disc seeder in a north — south direction.
This clearly contributed to the successful establishment.

So what do we conclude from the above? We can confidently conclude that certain disc
seeders can handle levels of crop residue that would normally be considered impossible
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to handle. This is great to know as we move forward.

What we don’t know though is arguably more important.

1. In circumstances where tynes can equally well handle the level of residue is there a
yield difference?

2. Will there be longer term positive implications associated with disc seeders or even
quite the opposite?

3. Are there differences between various crop types?

4. Are there certain soil types where one or the other will do better?

What | suspect is that successful use of discs will require quite some trial and error,
integration with other system components, such as not grazing, row cropping,
maintenance of maximum crop residue, etc.

Now, before those of you who do use discs get on the blower and tell me that they have
the answers to the above - | acknowledge that you quite possibly do and that there is
certainly more and more evidence supporting the use discs. However | feel that I, just like
all of you still using tynes, still need plenty of convincing.

The photographic evidence on the previous page though, does absolutely convince me of
one thing: a good disc seeder can handle levels of crop residue way beyond the capacity
of a tyned implement (that is of course unless you go to row spacings that are arguably
ridiculous). This level of trash handling no doubt opens up cropping options not
previously considered practical.

| wonder what the percentage of discs vs tynes will be in 20207

Acknowledgement i the K-Hart double disc unit and the Yetter coulter were supplied by
Darryl Hine at Direct Seeding and Harvesting Equipment.

In conjunction with ChemClear, MIG will be promoting the cleanup and removal of
unused chemicals off your farm!

We will need your involvement as disused or unlabeled agricultural and veterinary
chemicals must be registered on the ChemClear website to ensure there is enough
volume to come to our area.

ChemClear provides a reliable and responsible collection and disposal service for
obsolete chemicals for:
' Primary producers
Agricultural and veterinary businesses
The Ag retail industry
Pest control managers
Forestry
Local and state government agencies
Golf courses
Y Any other users of agricultural and veterinary chemical users

K K K K =<

ChemClear is coming to Western Australia in September, but to ensure they visit our
region, everyone needs to register their unwanted chemicals by August 7. ChemClear
need to know how much and what group of chemicals they will be picking up prior to
collection.

There are two groups of chemicals they can pick up:

1. Currently registered
2. Unknown/unregistered
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If you are a farmer and holding Group 2 chemicals a portion of the subsidy from the
Western Australian Landfill Levy fund will be placed onto your booking at the conclusion
of the registration period.

ChemClear will later contact you to confirm your registration and advise you of the
collection site in your Shire area to meet the ChemClear vehicle.

Online registration is the quickest and easiest method to register your chemicals for
ChemClear, Book Here...

There are proposed collection sites at Mingenew and Irwin, so please support this drive
and register your unwanted chemicals so we can clean up our farms in a responsible
manner.

Perennial grass pastures have been shown to be persistent and productive on poor
sands in the Northern Ag Region of WA. The tolerance of these grasses to extreme
drought was demonstrated in the NACC / NLP funded project, “High stock rate grazing
systems to reduce erosion”, conducted at Binnu in 2006/07 by the Northern Agri Group
and the Department of Agriculture and Food WA.

However perennial pastures will not persist, or produce if grazed inappropriately. It is
generally agreed that perennial pastures do better under rotational grazing than set
stocking. The question is about how intensive the rotational grazing should be. Some
farmers are following the Alan Savoury method that advocates at least 20 paddocks in a
rotation. Are simpler and cheaper, rotations adequate?

The consequence of poor grazing of perennial pastures was evident on Grant and Elissa
Bain’s farm at Walkaway. Mixed perennial grass pastures had been growing
successfully on this property since 2002 using a system of rotational grazing with cattle
based on the Alan Savory’s ‘Holistic Management’ method. In 2006 the grazing
management on several paddocks changed to traditional slow rotational grazing with
sheep. Within 12 months all of the Rhodes grass disappeared in these paddocks but
continued to persist on the rest of the farm under rotational grazing.

On all of the farms in the NAR where Savory’s rotations are being used there has been a
significant improvement in the pasture available to stock and in ground litter. The
improvement in ground cover has resulted in the reduction or elimination in wind erosion,
even on very fragile sands.

Two ‘nested cell’ grazing trials were set up to investigated the effect of the number of
paddocks in a rotation, but not the speed of rotation. These trials were aimed at testing
Holistic Management rotational grazing based on Savory’s theories.

The Holistic Management theory of Alan Savory says that there should be a minimum of
20 paddocks in a grazing rotation. But there are costs in setting up more paddocks
(fencing and stock water). A key question for farmers is about how far they need to go in
intensifying the grazing rotation through having more paddocks per mob of animals. Are
the large numbers of paddocks recommended by Savory really needed?

How many paddocks should there be in a grazing rotation on perennial grass pastures to
ensure optimum pasture production, maximum pasture species diversity and adequate
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ground cover to prevent erosion?
Methodology

Nested Cell Trial Design: This project used a ‘nested cell’ trial design. In this trial design
one large paddock is spilt in smaller paddocks or ‘cells’, that vary in size. One mob of
animals is then rotated through all the cells but the amount of time in each is proportional
to the size of that cell (Table 1). This means that each cell gets exactly the same grazing
days (i.e. stocking rate), but different grazing durations, grazing intensities and rest
periods between grazing. The trial design used compared a wide range of rotation
intensities. Grazing treatments included set stocking (Bob Wilson’s, Lancelin only), 2
paddock, 4 paddock, 8 paddock, 16 paddock, 32 paddock and 64 paddock (at Craig
Forsyth’s, Dongara only) rotations.

Table 1; Grazing plan at 4 cattle per hectare and a 32 day rotation cycle (*stock numbers
were adjusted based on feed budgets at the start of each cycle)

This project was

Pdk size as Equivalent Pdk Area Pdk Area Averaged Stocking Time in pdk Cattle Grazing
proportion of | number of Wilson, Forsyth, Stocking Pressure Days Supported by
whole pd k 6 s| liamelina Dongara Rate when in cell (/ha 32 day N ACC
rotation (Ha) (Ha) (cattle/Ha*) (cattle/Ha*) cycle®)
and
Ya 2 285 36 4 8 16 days 128 :
% z 1425 18 4 16 8 days 128 The Australian
1/8 8 71 9 4 32 4 days 128 Government’
116 16 36 45 4 64 2 days 128 : :
732 32 18 225 3 128 Tdays 128 National Action
1/64 64 - 1.12 4 256 Y2 day 128 P|an
1 Set Stock 49 - 4 4 32 days 128

One mob of cattle was rotated through each trial site. In winter and spring when the
pasture was growing rapidly a full rotation cycle through all the cells was 32 days. Once
pasture growth rates had slowed in summer the rotation was extended out to 64 days.
This variation in the speed of rotation was used so as to be consistent with Alan Savory’s
theory that rest periods should be longer when pastures are growing more slowly.

The grazing rotation treatments were assessed in terms of perennial species persistence,
total pasture productivity and ground cover. The two sites on perennial grass paddocks
were set up in 2006. Within each grazing cell 8 permanent transects were set up (30 m in
length). The pasture composition, Feed On Offer (kg/ha) and ground cover (%) were
measured on each transect prior to the grazing treatments commencing and then each
autumn and spring for the next 2 2 years.

Livestock Management: Before each grazing cycle a feed budget was done based on
estimates of pasture feed available. Stock numbers were adjusted to ensure the paddock
feed did not run out during a grazing cycle. Variations in stock numbers / averaged
stocking rate was not the factor being investigated in this work. Rather the plan was to
adjust stock numbers so as to match feed supply.

Results

The contribution of Gatton panic to perennial grass component of the pasture increased
as the number of paddocks in a rotation increased. This was at the expense of the
Rhodes grass. It is known that Gatton panic is the most palatable (and nutritious) of the
perennial grass species being used in grass mixes in the NAR. Stock will actively select
Gatton panic in preference to other species. This repeated grazing will weaken the panic
plants relative to other species that are not being grazed. At the high stock pressures of
the intense rotational grazing the stock must graze all species evenly. As Gatton panic is
known to be the most productive and drought tolerant of these C4 grass it will out
compete other species and increase in abundance over time. In the less intensive
grazing treatments the Gatton panic ends up being “under stocked and over grazed'.
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Less intensive rotations will result in pastures being dominated by the least palatable
species.

Table

The affect of grazing intensity on perennial grass composition took some time to develop.
In the first 12 months after the grazing treatments commenced there was no benefit to
the Gatton panic. It was not until 18 months of rotational grazing that the Gatton panic
started to increase in the sward.

We hypothesise that that benefits from intense rotational grazing would continue to
increase for much longer time than the 32 months of this study. In an intensely grazed
(50 paddock) rotation at Cheela Plains station in the Pilbara, improvements in perennial
grass species composition and production are still continuing 10 years after the rotation
first commenced.

There were small benefits in terms of ground cover and pasture Feed On Offer from the
more intensive rotational grazing, but generally only up to 8 paddocks in a rotation. The
ground cover was very high throughout the trial (> 80%) due to the averaged stock rate
being continually adjusted to the feed available. This was done as part of the
requirements for animal ethics for the trial. This would not represent what happens on
commercial farms where stock numbers can’t easily be adjusted. Observations from real
farms using intensive rotations are that there is a marked increase in ground cover. In
this trial the amount of feed produced did not increase significantly above the 8 paddock
rotation. However it would be expected that as the proportion of the more productive
panic increases there should be an increase in feed grown in the longer term.

Intensive rotational grazing by running one mob through multiple paddocks will increase
the density of the more desirable perennial pasture species. The trial supports the theory
of Alan Savory that there should be at least 20 paddocks in a rotation. Rotations with
multiple paddocks results in each paddock being grazed more intensively and then have
a longer rest.

The challenge for farmers is about how to increase the number of paddocks per mob,
however sub dividing paddocks is expensive. A simpler and cheaper way is to reduce
the number of mobs of a farm.

The conclusion from Bain’s farm is that Rhodes grass will not survive set stocking in a
drought.
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Succession Planning for Farmers & Other Small
Businesses — NAB Agribusiness

With an ageing population and the impact of the current global financial situation, it's
never been more important for farms and other businesses to have access to good advice
and plans in place for consolidation, expansion — and succession.

National Australia Bank (NAB) Agribusiness and the Australian Association of Agricultural
Consultants (AAAC) have joined forces to support the hand-over to the next generation of
advisors and ensure farmers have the help they need into the future. AAAC is keen to
ensure its members continue to pursue professional development opportunities.

NAB’s National Manager of Agribusiness Wealth Solutions, Chris Fry, has been speaking
to AAAC members as part of their program of professional development for consultants.

“Succession planning is about protecting assets from unexpected events, as well as
creating the smooth hand-over of a business to the next generation,” Mr Fry said.

“It's just as important for small business owners who don’t have family members to carry
on, so they get the best value out of their businesses to support their retirement.”

Mr Fry says ‘goodwill’ is an important factor to consider in the planning process.

“In many cases, business owners have put in a lifetime of hard work, building their
reputation and therefore their client base.

“The planning process needs to cover ways to get recognition of those intangibles for
those leaving, while those taking over need some guarantees about retaining that client
base.”

Any good succession plan, according to Mr Fry, is based on good communication and
flexibility.

“They need to be created with input from all family members who will be impacted as well
as key staff. They should also be reviewed every couple of years, or when situations Further

change. Information
“In most cases, there’s a lot of benefit from involving a facilitator or someone outside the
business,” Mr Fry said.

Contact Rob Christoffersen
NAB has a specialist team of Agribusiness Financial Planners, who work with NAB, Geraldton

agribusiness bankers, accountants, agricultural consultants and other advisors to develop
strategies for customers to grow their wealth and plan for the future. 08 9965 8720

or

Rob.C.Christoffersen@nab.co

m.au

Last Chance to Attend Sustainable Farm Families
(SFF) Workshop in Mingenew

Farmers from Mingenew have one last opportunity to attend a SFF program on August 12 & 13.

SFF is an award winning initiative. Already 600 farmers have participated in the program and 100% of
participants would recommended it to other farmers.

The program is free and covers a range of areas including heart disease, cancer, diabetes, women
and menés health, stress, depression,
confidential health assessment which is available to both farming men and women.

The Sustainable Farm Families program focus is to improve the physical and mental health of farmers
and their families.

Farmers interested in attending should contact Rachel Bagshaw on 9928 1645 by July 20.
A minimum of 20 farmers are required to run the workshop locally.
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MIG is embarking on their own Photo Comp. Despite there being a few around, this will
be very local and very easy to enter and therefore far more interesting!

MIG will be utilising the expertise of professional photographer, Karl Monaghan at 335
Productions in Geraldton. He will be providing some criteria on what constitutes a good
photograph and will also be judging photos at the end of each month.

Each monthly winner will be enshrined on the MIG website and in the Mingenew Tourist
Centre for all to admire.

Photo comp sponsors, Syngenta Crop Protection and 335 Productions will also provide
some great little prizes for our winners to encourage the creativity of our members and
sponsors.

Following on from last year's community photography project in Mingenew with Nat
Brunovs, I'm sure there will be a number of budding photographers keen to test their
learnings and get their work up in lights.

Photos need to be submitted in the highest resolution possible and must be received at
the MIG office in electronic format. Hardcopies will not be accepted as photos need to
be emailed for judging.

There will be a limit of three photos per person, per month, with the due date for each
theme being the last Friday of each month.

Please include the photographer's name, the date the photo was taken and photo
location when you submit your entries.

For monthly themes Click Here... and email entries to r.bagshaw@westnet.com.au.

Snap happy!

The MIG Committee are now calling for final nominations for Members and Sponsors
who wish to attend the Goldfields / Esperance, Study Tour.

Departing for one week on September 19, 2009 the outline of the trip includes:

1 Melrose Station: Outback experience; Working cattle station; Unique landscape
1 Lake Ballard; Broad Arrow ghost town

1 Kalgoorlie: Super Pit; Mining Hall of Fame; Underground mine tour; Gold pour;
Brothel tour; Historical Boulder

1 Salmon Gums: North Mallee Cropping Group; Innovative farmers

1 Esperance: More innovative farmers; SEPWA main trial site; Abalone processing
plant; World class national parks, free day

1 Hyden: Wave Rock Prime Beef; Wave Rock; Holt Rock Agronomy Group

The tour is expected to cost approx $1,300 per person including accommodation, bus
hire and fuel, most meals and guided tour fees.

This trip is open to all MIG Members and sponsors, however if humbers are high,
preference will be given to those who have not been on recent trips with the group.

This will be a short, but busy trip that will be well worth the time and effort. Our member
and group connections are giving us access to many great farmers and things to see and
do while on tour.

Please contact Rachel on 9928 1645 or email r.bagshaw@westnet.com.au to confirm
your place. Nominations close July 24.

For further information Click Here...
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MIG events calendar|2

E - MIG Diamond
Sponsor, CBH are pulling together an
afternoon including a range of
interesting speakers from within the
company. It will be more than just
market reports!

CBH/MIG July 23 Mingenew All
Grower Forum

E - Main Heavy Land Field August 21 Wongoondy All
field walk for the alternate Spring Walk
Field Day site

E - The highlight MIG S%r;r;g Field September 3 Irwin All

of the MIG calendar. New format

being formulated -
MIG Study Tour September 19—26 Outback - Kalgoorlie Members and

E - See p 11 for - Esperance - Sponsors
details. Places limited Hyden

E - Please contact

the MIG Office for further details of
events in the region



