Welcome to the January edition of the MIG Newsletter...and my last!

Once again the streets of Mingenew resemble a deserted town...all bar the regular
movement of Pirones’ trucks through town. The annual pilgrimage away from 40+ degree
days, suitably enhanced by dust and flies, has occurred. You can now see many a MIG
farmer and sheep dog enjoying 32 degrees, a light breeze and the day on one of many mid
west beaches. If you want to discuss business, you had better find your thongs and a togs
and head west.

With 99% of farmers having finished their program for 2009/10 we can reflect on a
reasonably successful season. There have been mixed reports...some expecting a uniform,
bumper crop, but being surprised by the variability across their paddocks and farms. Other
than prices, most have been generally happy apart from a storm or two that started fires and
removed a workshop!

While the threat of fire is reduced with machinery largely out of the paddocks, with so many
people away during January, it is imperative that those who are around have their absentee
neighbour’'s mobile numbers and fire units ready to go.

On more festive note, 2009 finished on a high for MIG Members and staff, with the combined
MIG / Landmark Christmas Party.

The Turf bar and fantastic weather provided the perfect setting for our BBQ and drinks.
Many thanks to the Irwin Polocrosse Club for running the bar, to the MIG Committee and
staff at both MIG and Landmark for making the salads and a special thanks to Paul Kelly,
Bob Preston and Rich Marsland who donned the Santa aprons and cooked many a kilogram
of meat for us. Paul's glasses are guaranteed to never fog up again, being duly covered
from rim to rim in BBQ smoke and splatter!

Back into 2010 now, and we have a vast list of events already on the calendar. The Trials
Review and AGM is fast looming, so make sure you come along to get the most from your
trial results. MIG will continue to keep you informed on the calendar of events. If you have
ideas for events, please let any of the staff or committee members know.

As noted above, this will be the last MIG Newsletter that | edit and contribute to. | am a little
sad about this, but | am also looking forward to some time off and setting out to seek new
personal and professional challenges.

We are currently seeking applications for the position of EO, so given that nearly all MIG
employees have come to us via a member’s recommendation or a friend, make sure you get
the word out there to anyone who you may think suitable for the role.

It really is a fantastic job and | feel very privileged to have been given the opportunity to work
with such a great group of people. The Committees are second-to-none and the added
support from members and sponsors makes the job very rewarding.

Don’t forget to nominate for the MIG Management Committee...due February 4th!
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At the beginning of 2006, Grant and Elyssa Bain had 900 head of cattle with the aim of
selling 600 at the end of the year. Nothing out of the ordinary.

With 40mm of rainfall in January it looked as if it was going to be a bumper year. The
perennials they had sown in September 2005 shot away liked they were a seasoned
crop.

The 40mm enabled them to graze the perennials for the first time just 8 weeks after the
rain event, however this was the last of the rain for quite some time. In fact for the
remainder of the year, they only got 176mm, a total of 216mm for the year.

The Bain’s have owned Mt Michael, a property located approximately 35 km south east
of Geraldton, for 7 years. This property has an annual rainfall of 400mm. The drought
years of 2006 and 2007 hit them hard as it did for most other farmers in the northern
agricultural region, yet their perennial grasses helped them survive these years and
come out at the other end with ground cover, top soil and enough food for their cattle.

At the end of 2005, the Bain’s had approximately 500ha of their property under sub
tropical perennial grasses. By June 2006 these paddocks has about as much food on
offer as a bowling green rather than the lush mix of winter pastures and semi-dormant
perennials that should have been there. With 900 head of cattle feeding on them and no
rain, decisions needed to be made quickly.

The first step was to move 600 cows and their calves to the station country. Fortunately
a family connection meant they could quickly move the cattle up to ‘Mt Gould’ in the
Upper Murchison, a station owned by Grant’s sister Wendy and her husband Tim Pens.
“Had it not been for this opportunity, we would have been slaughtered” said Grant.
However, this still left them with 300 head of trade cattle which they had to get through
the year and maintain in good condition before they could be sold. A strategy was
needed to ensure cattle and paddock survival.

To achieve this, they devised a plan to simply box the 300 head of cattle together and
keep them on the move. At this stage the farm had approximately 20 paddocks which
were around 80 to 100 ha in size.

With regular rotations, the paddocks had roughly 90 days rest between grazing. “This
was just enough” said Grant. “The moisture in the ground and the little rain that did fall
allowed the perennials to grow between grazing periods and provide enough food for the
cattle when the paddocks were grazed again after 90 days”.

Towards the end of the season the annual paddocks played a greater part in the rotation (5N CropScience

and were grazed harder than the perennial paddocks. With less grazing during the year v,
Grant was able to take full advantage of what little spring flush there was in the annuals.
This gave the perennials a greater break prior to summer.

The 300 head of cattle were eventually sold at the end of 2006. However this was not P

the end of their feed issues as 400 weaners and approximately 200 station trade cattle %
came down from Mt Gould station. With still no significant rain in sight, the Bain’s were

going to need another well formed plan to get the 600 head through the summer.

To achieve this, they followed a similar plan to 2006 and boxed all the cattle together and
pushed them through a very tight rotation over summer and autumn. The perennials had
some bulk to them as grazing had eased towards the end of the 2006.

When what little rain did come (a disappointing total of 300mm for the year) the paddock
resting days were stretched out once more to 90 days as the annual paddocks started Rabobank
producing over winter and were able to handle more grazing pressure.

At the end of 2007 the 400 weaners and Mt Gould trade cattle were sold and the cows all m Blrd Cameron

came back from the station.
Chartered Accountants



2008 saw the break of the drought years with the property receiving 430mm of rain with
57mm falling in February, which the perennials took full advantage of.

Having had 300 and 600 head of cattle being maintained over the 2006 and 2007
drought years respectively, many would have expected that eating down the perennials
to an absolute minimum over those years would have had a negative impact on their
survival. This was not the case; in stead it became clear that some species performed
much better than others, so while there were some losses, the outcome was a stand of
perennials that were better suited to a water-limited environment.

Green and Gatton panic were the best performing and persistent grasses over the
drought years. They survived the heavy grazing and the light rainfall. Patches of
Lucerne were also quite productive. “Having trialled Lucerne in the grass mix prior to the
drought, | found that the patches that were well establish remained productive during the
drought” said Grant.

Despite its vigorous growth in ‘normal years’ Rhodes grass was not particularly persistent
during the drought. “The pioneer Rhodes which has always been a part of my mix has all
but disappeared” Grant said. “It could be because it cannot handle the grazing pressure
and lack of moisture over the dry years. And it may be because this cultivar has a short
lifespan. The new cultivars like Finecut Rhodes grass may have a longer lifespan”,
explained Grant.

So where to now for Mt Michael? Grant plans on putting 80 to 100 ha in each year until
the whole farm is under perennial grasses. “Once that has been accomplished | will go
back and fill in the gaps left by trials, machinery blockages during seeding and
germination problems”, said Grant.

“I have a sowing rate of 4-5 kg/ha with 4 kg/ha of panic and less than 1 kg mixture of
Rhodes, a new grass called Giant Bermuda Couch and kikuyu. Rhodes is maybe
between 100 and 200g. Signal grass has been dropped out of the mix as | don’t believe
that it gives the production like panics and can’t take the heavy grazing” said Grant. “|
like kikuyu as it is a creeper. It spreads out especially in the weaker sands, unlike
Rhodes grass which has a habit of retreating. Its grazing potential is still debatable, but |
believe it's worth pursuing at the moment”.

Grant also plans to break his paddocks down to less than 30 ha, preferably between 20
and 25 ha. The fences will be very simple - 2 wires. The bottom wire electrified at 65 cm
and the top wire the earth at 90 cm. Grant’s experience tells him this is enough to keep
educated cattle in.

Grant has also taken to spraying out the broadleaf weeds in some of his perennial
paddocks. “Annual grasses are much better than the annual broadleaf varieties”, said
Grant. By taking out the likes of radish and blue lupins, Grant believes that over dry
summers (like the one they have just experienced), there will be enough moisture left in
the ground giving the perennials a much better platform to perform.

“We are now also trialling over-sowing Lucerne into the earlier established, less dense
perennial paddocks. Getting the establishment of Lucerne right is critical, but when it
does establish, experience has shown that it provides good productivity and is drought
tolerant”, explained Grant.

Looking back over these recent years, Grant has learnt some key stock management
lessons, and firmly believes that there is no such thing as an early break or nuisance
rain! The perennials benefit from any rain at any time; cyclone Claire on January 12 and
13, 2006 was a perfect example. It allowed Grant to get his stock through until June with
900 head of cattle, without feeding out any hay, when in fact he should have had one
third of the number of cattle over that period.




The completion of harvest marks the end of a successful harvest period for the majority
of farmers in the Mingenew-Irwin Group.

The only dampener on what proved to be a positive cropping season in 2009, was a few
comments regarding quality issues in some varieties and reduced yields in some
paddocks.

MIG conducted approximately 50 cropping trials in 2009, all which have been harvested
and are in the process of being written up and analysed.

We have had some great trials that will be of benefit to farmers, from the highly sort after
Machinery demo assessing four different seeding bar setups, to blue lupin control in
white lupins, members are sure to find trials of interest from the 2009 program.

Thank you to all farmers who hosted demo sites this year, your help has allowed for an
extensive trials program and results that will benefit many.

A few farmers who haven't been involved in demos before, commented on how they
didn't realise it was such as easy process, which has been made increasingly easier with
auto-steer technology.

MIG encourages farmers to put their hand up and become a demo host in 2010, as the
process is not difficult and there are many benefits in trialling different varieties on your
own piece of sail.

Chris Foster and Steve Rowe have been excellent hosts of the 2009 trial sites, from
helping to prepare the site for field days to putting up the signs, your help has been
greatly appreciated.

To wind up the 2009 MIG trials program we will be holding our annual Trials Review day
on Thursday 11" February in the Rec Centre.

Join us for presentations on the highlights of all the’09 trials by researchers, breeders
and agronomists. All members are strongly encouraged to attend, the results presented
here are the main reason we conduct our trials program. The interactive review session
allows you to grasp a better understanding of what did and didn’t go went well in 2009,
and how this information can be used in the 2010 season.

Coming up on the R&D Calender in 2010 are the R&D satellite meetings, which |
encourage all members to attend. Your input from these meetings will have a great
impact on this year’s trial program.

Satellite meetings allow members to voice their research priorities and suggest possible
trials for the up and coming season.

| will aim to hold three R&D satellite meetings; one for heavy land farmers, one for sand
plain farmers and another for farmers in the south (Three Springs). If anyone would like
to host a satellite meeting please contact me.

| think that is about all on the R&D front for now. | wish everyone a relaxing holiday, and
a big thankyou to all members, Richard, Rachel, Sarah and Sally, who have helped make
my first year at MIG an easy one.



2010 looks set to be an excellent year for growers who need ChemCert WA chemical
use training or are looking to do refresher programes.

Last year we announced that our accreditation course was approved by the FarmReady
Reimbursement Grants Program. This year, we are pleased to advise that all our
producer courses are now eligible for reimbursement through the FarmReady Program.

This means that eligible growers can claim up to $1500 per financial year to reimburse
the cost of attending ChemCert WA courses including:

Risk Management in Pesticide Use - 2 days for accreditation ($425)

Spray Application and Risk Management in Grain Production - 1 day specialist
refresher ($299), and

Reaccreditation Course - 1 day refresher for groups other than grain growers ($299)

The ChemCert WA website details when courses are scheduled in your local area in
February and March 2010 in Mingenew, Geraldton, Eneabba, Coorow and Perenjori.

FarmReady, a part of the Australia's Farming Future initiative, is funded by the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. This program offers timely support to
growers to assist them to raise their skills and competence to compete in markets with
increasingly higher standards and expectations and to deal with the impacts of climate
change.

To apply for FarmReady support for Risk Management in Pesticide Use growers should
look at the FarmReady website where there are application forms and information on
how to apply. The website is at www.farmready.gov.au. Click on the Primary Producers
tab for the forms.

Growers need to send the form for pre-approval of the reimbursement to FarmReady at
least 10 working days before the ChemCert WA course. After the course, growers use
the claim form to apply for reimbursement and are eligible if they submit it within 30 days
of the course conclusion. For FarmReady queries please contact the FarmReady
administrator on 1800 087 670.

For more details of ChemCert WA courses please contact the ChemCert WA office on
9341 5325.

Local courses include:

GERALDTON
February 3, Spray Application in Grain Production (1 day for reaccreditation) - $299
February 4-5, Risk Management in Pesticide Use (2 days for accreditation) - $425

ENEABBA
March 3, Spray Application in Grain Production (1 day for reaccreditation) - $299
March 4-5, Risk Management in Pesticide Use (2 days for accreditation) - $425

COOROW
March 8, Spray Application in Grain Production (1 day for reaccreditation) - $299
March 9-10, Risk Management in Pesticide Use (2 days for accreditation) - $425

MINGENEW @ the MIG Office
March 12, Spray Application in Grain Production (1 day for reaccreditation) - $299

PERENJORI
March 24, Spray Application in Grain Production (1 day for reaccreditation) - $299
March 25-26, Risk Management in Pesticide Use (2 days for accreditation) - $425



The recent road side clearing from Mingenew to Strawberry has raised questions about
clearing existing fence lines for maintenance purposes. $ 6
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| have tried to provide as simple an explanation as possible of the relevant regulations in 0123 295

this article, but it is not a particularly simple area of regulation. | have provided brief 08 7 88
guidelines here, but please consult the DEC website or call them before you clear any
bush. Remember penalties may be severe!

Fence line clearing comes under Regulation 5 (Prescribed Clearing) of the 0123 283%_

Environmental Protection Regulations 2004. There are a number of exemptions under o8+ 7 8 8
this regulation that allow you to clear without a permit.

On your property you can clear vegetation to the width necessary for providing access to
construct or maintain a fence. However, you can only clear a total of 1 ha per financial
year on your property (this includes multiple titles farmed as one property).

$
0123 295:
0+8( 7 8 8

If you border crown land, for example a road verge, you are allowed to clear up to 1.5 m
from the fence line on the crown land side. However, you must have permission from the $

owners of the land before the clearing can commence (e.g. Main Roads or DEC). $0 1&5‘3 2 9:52
The clearing restriction maximum of 1 ha, includes any clearing that is done on your own 08 7 ' 8 8
property OR on crown land during a financial year.
If you are clearing over 1 ha you must apply for a permit from DEC. $
Environmentally sensitive areas are not allowed to be cleared even if they satisfy 0123 :;994
exemption criteria. You must obtain a permit. The location of ‘environmentally sensitive 0< 7 (88
areas’ can be viewed at www.dec.wa.gov.au/nvc however, | have not been successful :
yet. :

<
‘A guide to the exemptions and regulations for clearing native vegetation’ is available 0123 :;994

from http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/content/view/2914/2079/ and explains most of what you 0O 7 (88
need to know.

Summary &&

- You can only clear 1ha per financial year with any of the exemptions. If you are 0123 2955
clearing over 1ha then you must apply for a permit from DEC. 0 BB

- ‘Environmentally sensitive areas’ cannot be cleared without a permit.

- If you are in doubt call DEC, as penalties may be severe.

"#$ %$"




Grain in the silo is like having money in a term deposit at the bank and you expect some
interest at the end of the term. The difference is that in this case YOU are the Manager
so if the interest paid is not what you expected was there a better management strategy
you could have employed?

Looking after the investment really comes down to three basic rules, keep it clean, keep
it cool and keep out the insects.

Keeping it clean really means not only putting that nice clean grain in a nice clean silo but
also cleaning up the inevitable spills. Leaving it to the parrots is not good practice and a
thunderstorm on the grain piles is an open invitation to weevils to set up a base camp
ready to assault the unsealed silos.

Keeping it cool is another way to provide an uncomfortable bed for weevils. Most grain is
harvested very warm and dry in the NAR and so should be safe in a sealed silo but if you
are storing in unsealed silos, dry and warm grain is vulnerable to insect attack. Aeration
is a very useful tool not only for handling a moist load after a thunderstorm or air moisture
if you are near the coast but will enable you to make good use of your old unsealed silos
for a low outlay. About $750 will provide you with a DIY kit that is adequate for a silo up
to 75 tonnes.

Keeping out the insects or keeping them in low numbers with aeration is the ultimate aim
to ensure you get a return on your investment. Before harvest you should check all rub-
ber seals on base seal plates and top lids and replace if they are damaged or squashed.
But after harvest make sure they are put in place straight after loading and fumigation.
Then leave them in place except for a monthly check at the top of the silo to be sure the
grain smells good and the fumigation was effective.

Fumigation with phosphine (Phostoxin) must be done as soon as you are ready to lock
up the silo. There is always the chance that a few weevils have flown in to the auger
boot as you were loading and eliminating them now will ensure no damage is done. Let's
not forget from previous articles that insects damage grain by releasing some of the wa-
ter locked in the grains and that can accumulate in the headspace and activate the
moulds.

Recently | have come across farmers continuing to use phosphine in unsealed silos and
simply chucking it up the auger. This is now an off label use on both counts but even
more importantly is a complete and absolute waste of time and money! In fact you would
do as much good by simply throwing a $20 note up the auger and it would save you the
effort of driving in to town to buy the phosphine!

Gas is liberated from the tablets and is lost immediately in an unsealed silo and since
there are very few insects in there at that time is unlikely to kill anything. Putting
phosphine tablets up the auger has been outlawed because the powder left after the gas
is liberated remains toxic and often surplus grain will be traded (sometimes several
times) and there is no guarantee where it will end up, it could become a foodstuff.

AND most importantly do not use phosphine later when you discover weevils in your old
unsealed silos — resistance is increasing and we have now discovered two cases of
strong resistance in rust red flour beetle in the wheatbelt.

PROTECT PHOSPHINE FOR THE FUTURE
Further Information: Chris Newman, DAFWA Forrestfield. Phone 08 9366 2309
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Following is a list of events that were either organised or involved MIG in 2009. This
excludes events occurring in the region hosted by other groups or partners. It also
excludes management, committee, project, sponsor and staff meetings. All these events
have directly involved MIG farmers and staff. It's little wonder 2009 flew by...

Jan 14 Third group of French farmers visit MIG (two in Nov/Dec 08)
Jan 14 Satellite R&D meeting at Horwood'’s (beach meeting)
Feb 2 Kathryn Fleay started at MIG

Feb 4 Voting closed for Management committee

Feb 4 Satellite R&D meeting at Holmes’

Feb 5 MIG AGM

Feb 5 Trials Review

Feb 6 Debbie Gillam finished at MIG

Feb 20 MIG Dinner at ‘The Grange’

Feb 21 Red Card for the Red Fox — Community Fox Shoot
Feb 25 Office Procedures Workshop

Mar 5 MIG Crop Updates

Mar 12 GGA ‘northern grower groups’ meeting

Mar 17 Strategic Planning with Nigel McGuckian

Apr 16 ‘Date the Break’ competition

Apr 30 Landcare Australia forum

Jul 2 Propizamide (Edge) field walk at Heitman’s

Jun 6 Seeding Demo at Michael's

Jul 9 Establishment demo at Michael's

Jun 25 Long term trial site field walk at Broad's

Jul 23 International Grain Markets day with the Grain Pool
Jul 31 Women'’s workshop #1: Effective Communication

Jul 31 Healthy Farms presentation at UWA Ag forum

Aug 11 Greenies Bus Tour

Aug 14 Grower Group Alliance forum

Aug 17 Rob Alderman started at MIG

Aug 18 ‘All in one’ Sand Plain demo bus tour

Aug 18 Grains West Expo

Aug 21 Heavy Land Field Walk

Aug 24 Barley Council visit to MIG

Aug 28 Women’s Workshop #2: Negotiation and Conflict Resolution
Sep 3 Spring Field Day

Sep 4 Mouldboard demo at Harding's

Sep 10 Julia Ashby started at MIG

Sep 17 Mingenew Expo

Oct 2 Women's Workshop #3: Lobbying and Advocacy

Oct 15 EMS workshop

Oct 16 Spader field trip to Bagdingarra

Oct 29 Bushfire Safety meeting

Oct 30 State NRM Conference bus tour to Holmes’ Nangetty site
Nov/Dec Harvesting 26 farm demo sites and two main trial sites
Dec 18 Christmas party




MIG has recently undergone a thorough tender process for the position of MIG’s Senior
Agronomist.

MIG underwent this process due to the Committee embarking on a phase of self-review,
instigated by its strategic planning early in 2009.

Some of MIG’s goals from the strategic planning were to have a more open and
transparent system of employment, project approval, communication, financials etc.

As such, the Group’s R&D program was put under the microscope to ensure that MIG
had the most efficient, relevant system in place, and this included key personnel.

Richard Quinlan of Planfarm Agronomy has held this position for a number of years and
has led the MIG trials program from strength to strength; so including Richard, the
Committee hand picked a small number of independent agronomists who they knew had
the reputation and skill that the Group desired to lead MIG’s R&D into the next decade.

The Selection Panel consisted of MIG’s President and Vice, Craig Forsyth and Paul Kelly
respectively, as well as a long-standing, past R&D Committee member Jeremy Wasley
and MIG’s EO, Rachel Bagshaw.

A wealth of talent was presented on the table come selection day, giving the Panel the
enviable job of choosing between some of the state’s best.

In the end, the panel made a unanimous decision to reappoint Richard Quinlan for a term
of three years, as per the tender contract.

MIG looks forward to Richard, Kathryn and the trials team continuing to build the Group’s
13 years reputation of excellence in independent research and development.

Farm visits to sign up NACC incentives are usually interesting, but some are more
eventful than others.

Sarah and | went out with Peter Horwood to assess options for revegetating a section of
creek flat (subject to wind erosion) alongside the Chindenning creek, which crosses the
Midlands road four kilometres west of Mingenew.

On the south side of the road Peter has planted a mix of trees and shrubs along the
creek line as part of another funding opportunity. We decided that whilst Peter was
chauffeuring us around in his new Toyota land cruiser ute that we should go for a drive
up the creek bed that lan Pulbrook had created with the grader.

When it was time to turn around we pulled up over the grade bank and did not get much
further. We were perched with barely a wheel on the ground.

After a bit of digging and a few failed attempts to pull it off with another ute we got a lift
into town and left Peter to do some more digging. | expect that as | write this he is off to
get the tractor!

No, we have just had word, he dug himself out. Nothing like a spot of post-Christmas
exercise!

NACC incentives are available to sand plain farmers to fence and revegetate areas to
reduce wind erosion and establish wind breaks (at least 30m wide). Incentives are also
available for perennial pastures on sand plain and oil mallees and fodder shrubs to the
east of Mingenew.

Contact Sarah 9928 1646-west or Rob 9928 1658-east.
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