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Welcome to the March edition of the MIG Newsletter. 

It has been a busy five weeks since the Trials Review and I am glad to report that all MIG 

events have had excellent attendance levels; numbers that we haven’t seen in a few years.   

I believe we can put this down to a number of factors, some of which are seasonally related 

i.e. a better 2008, but mostly because we are seeing the next wave of MIG’s young farmers 

taking a greater interest in more aspects of the farming enterprise (including information and 

education), as well as a greater interest in MIG’s development.  It would be remiss of me to 

not also mention that we have had improved agendas and discussion topics and swag of 

excellent keynote and guest speakers of relevance, interest and ability to deliver. 

This renewed enthusiasm has been timed to perfection, as later this month the Group will be 

employing the services of Nigel McGuckian, a renowned professional facilitator, to guide MIG 

through a strategic planning process.   

Strategic planning is something that all professional businesses are encouraged to complete 

as it forms a five year plan for members to outline what they want to get out of their business, 

or MIG in this case, and it sets a broad plan for staff and committees to work under.   

This is the third time MIG has undergone strategic planning and I would encourage anyone 

with an interest in MIG’s planning, to contact me to attend. 

Last month also included the AGM, which amongst many things, made special note of Chris 

Gillam’s commitment and effort that he has committed to the Group since its inception.  Chris 

has recently retired from the Committee, MIG’s longest standing and sole remaining 

inaugural committee member.  The Group greatly appreciates all your input over the years. 

The AGM also announced the re-election of Ian Broad and Bob Preston, and election of new 

committee member, Cliff Harding.  Cliff comes with a wealth of interesting background 

knowledge and the Committee is looking forward to having Cliff sit around the table with us. 

Many thanks to retiring President (officially) and Vice President, Ian Broad and Jon Holmes 

for their services.  Both have played an integral role in MIGs development and I have greatly 

appreciated their commitment to the Group and their support of my role.  A special thanks to 

Ian who took on the President’s position after Chris Gillam (a daunting task in itself), being 

the same time that I moved to the EO role in 2005.  Ian has been a great support and friend. 

All the best, 
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Perfect shooting conditions on Saturday night, February 21st, lead to the culling of 198 

foxes, 4 feral cats and 97 rabbits in the MIG and Elders supported, Red Card for the Red 

Fox community fox shoot.  What a fantastic effort! 

The Red Card for the Red Fox is a state wide program aimed to get everyone across the 

state involved in the culling of feral animals.  It starts with a community fox shoot followed 

up with farmers baiting.  By promoting a state wide program and getting everyone 

involved at the same time leads to a greater impact on the feral animal population. 

Foxes have a huge impact on the environment, killing lambs and devouring native wildlife.  

To encourage people to get involved Stockbrands Co, a Western Australian owned 

company, committed a bounty of $5 on each cat and fox shot over the two participating 

weekends (February and March 21).  The money raised will be donated to the Royal 

Flying Doctors Service.  Stockbrands Co starting sponsoring this event in 2008 as a way 

for them to give back to the community. 

So what happened in our area?  11 teams took part in the fight against ferals on Saturday 

February 21, starting from sunset.  Shooting occurred from Irwin to Three Springs and out 

to Morawa and by all reports, everyone had a fantastic time.  Not only did they have an 

enjoyable night shooting but also knowing that they were helping reduce lamb deaths by 

foxes and protecting our native wildlife...it was worth the sleepless night in most cases! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A well earned BBQ breakfast (cooked by Larry Criddle) and a few cups of coffee for 

everyone on Sunday morning (including a stinky tally count), gave everyone enough 

energy to recall hunting stories, collect prizes and drive home for a well earned sleep! 

Line honours went to “The Fox Terriers” who got the prize for having the highest number 

of points.  This team included Larry Criddle, Megan Criddle, Daniel Johns and Jeremy 

Brooks, shooting a whopping 51 foxes!  Great effort!  The prize for mangiest went to 

“Three Spring Bombers” and a final prize went to the “Hillbillies” for their very unattractive 

rabbit presentation. 

State wide over the weekend 24 groups from Dongara to Esperance and out to Southern 

Cross put their shooting skills to the test.  Of the 24 groups, 17 have put in their results , 

tallying: 
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With increasing fertiliser costs over the past few years, some farmers have opted for the 

use of high phosphate cropping fertilisers like MAP and DAP which contain little if any 

sulfur (S). 

CSBP NUlogic plant analyses from last year and early soil testing results this year are 

highlighting low soil S supplies and the possibility of widespread S deficiencies across 

many shires in WA for the coming season. 

2008 Plant Tests  

NUlogic plant analysis during the 2008 season indicated some deficiencies of S in a 

range of crops and pastures. In the northern wheatbelt more than 5 percent of the cereal 

crops tested in the shires of Mullewa, Mingenew, Greenough, and Dandaragan had 

inadequate S levels within the plants. 

In general yields were higher than expected and more nutrients would have been 

removed from the soil - about 3 kg of S is removed in every tonne of cereal grain, and 

about 8 kg in every tonne of canola. 

Recent Soil Tests 

Soil tests taken late last year and early this year (Nov-Jan) are pointing towards large 

areas of S deficiency across most agricultural areas (see map). 

Within most shires, more than 20 percent of samples are showing a low S soil status, 

especially on sandy soils with a low organic carbon. Within Chapman Valley, Greenough, 

Irwin, Mullewa, Three Springs, Dalwallinu and Dandaragan, more than 30 percent of 

samples had low S status. 

Avoid S Deficiency 

Farm managers should look at their soil testing results closely and choose an appropriate 

fertiliser product containing adequate S if soil supplies are low. 

While gypsum is a cheap form of S, it cannot be blended with other fertilisers and 

requires a separate spreading operation. Also, gypsum tends to be highly soluble and 

therefore prone to rapid leaching, and is difficult to spread uniformly, especially at low 

application rates. 
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�  2174 foxes; 

�  113 feral cats; 

�  674 rabbits; and 

�  20 pigs. 

Thanks to the event sponsors, Stockbrands Co and local supporters, Elders, IGA and 

Mingenew’s Commercial Hotel. 

MIG hopes to run this weekend shoot and baiting program as an annual event and 

continue the fight against feral animals in WA. 
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Elemental S is another cheap source of S, but must be oxidised into sulfate S before it 

becomes available to the plant and this process can take several months. 

Cropping compounds like Agras, Agstar, MacroPro and K-Till provide useful amounts of 

sulfate sulfur for crops at establishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map:  Shires in the agricultural region of WA showing the proportion of low sulfur results 

from CSBP NUlogic soil analysis results so far during 2008-09. 

Mingenew: 20-29 Irwin: 30-39    Three Springs: 30-39  Mullewa 30-39 

The Western Australian No-Tillage Farmers Association (WANTFA) is interested in 

speaking to growers who currently use a disc seeder.  

WANTFA is trying to understand the issues disc owners face, such as crop 

establishment, soil penetration and herbicide incorporation to better equip growers to 

tackle these problems.  

WANTFA is building information packages comprising of industry, national and 

international research.  Information gathered will be used to understand constraints and 

devise potential solutions.  WANTFA will also be conducting demonstration trials to test 

discs in different scenarios and climates. If you have a disc seeder and would like to offer 

your experiences we would love to hear from you.  

Please contact: Jade Bagley (WANTFA Project Officer) on (08) 9622 3395 or 

jade.bagley@wantfa.com.au  



����������������

��������������	� ���
��%��
�"�-(	+(�.�
������ 


Stinking bunt (covered smut / ball smut) has been identified in wheat grown on a 

Morawa property.  This update is to give you some information on this disease and to 

encourage you to consider using fungicide seed dressings on your wheat seed for next 

year.  

Bunt is seed-borne and can be soil-borne.  It generally doesn’t spread by wind like some 

other diseases so it is unlikely that your property is at higher risk of this disease even 

though its been found locally.  Just as a precautionary measure, it is recommended that 

you use a registered fungicide seed dressing at the registered rate on your wheat seed 

for next season (see attached chart for what products are registered for covered smut in 

wheat.  You should consider what other diseases your crop is at risk of when choosing a 

product).  

Bunt (stinking bunt, covered smut, ball smut) of Wheat (Tilletia laevis and/or T. tritici) 

Bunt of wheat is specific to wheat, i.e. it will not infect barley or oats. Understanding the 

lifecycle helps to understand how the disease is best 

controlled. 

Lifecycle  

In wheat plants infected with bunt, the fungus replaces the 

developing embryo with a mass of stinking bunt spores. 

Infected plants may be slightly stunted and at maturity 

infected heads may be darker coloured with the glumes 

containing the ‘bunt balls’ spread apart more than on 

healthy heads.  Infected kernels are greyish brown and 

when the fragile seed coat is crushed or broken, the soot-

like spore mass with its characteristic stinking fishy odour 

is revealed.  

For this externally-borne smut disease, spores can be 

carried externally on the seed surface, as contaminants in machinery or fall to the 

ground during harvest and remain in the soil.  Spores which contaminate the seed 

during harvest remain dormant on the outside of the seed during storage.  When the 

seed germinates, the spores also germinate and infect the coleoptile of the seedling 

before emergence, growing inside it and eventually forming smutted heads.  During 

harvest the smutted heads are broken apart spreading smut spores and contaminating 

healthy seed.  Bunt is effectively controlled by pickling seed with fungicide to kill the 

surface spores. 

During crop harvest, spores may also fall on the soil and remain dormant until the next 

crop is sown.  As the seedlings germinate they become infected by the spores 

germinating in the soil.  An appropriate seed dressing must be used to control the soil-

borne phase of this disease.  

If Bunt of Wheat is Found in Your Crop: 
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Bunt of wheat is relatively uncommon in Western Australia due to the widespread use of 

seed dressing fungicides.  If bunt infection does occur, seed should be destroyed, 

contaminated machinery thoroughly cleaned and contaminated paddocks not sown to 

wheat for at least two years.  Contaminated seed can be fed to livestock but there is a risk 

that the trampling of seed could lead to spores infecting the soil in that paddock. 

There is nil tolerance of bunt contaminated wheat at grain receival points.  The reason 

CBH reject grain contaminated with covered smut is that the fishy smell of the smut balls 

contaminates the quality of food products made with the grain.  

From government agendas, world commodity outlooks, farming issues and colourful 

characters such as Peter Newman’s new pin up boy for IWM, Ben Cousins, the MIG 

Crop Updates covered a wide range of relevant topics in 2009. 

We were extremely fortunate to have Agriculture Minister Terry Redman travel up for the 

occasion, with MIG being the only Crop Updates he attended. 

He highlighted the importance of research and development in agriculture and said that 

the grains industry was where the biggest gains have been made, and went on to say 

that it was now a very efficient industry. 

Minister Redman also set the record straight on the latest on GM Canola, acknowledging 

that this year the majority of trials will be undertaken in an area stretching from Northam 

to Cunderdin and down to Cranbrook in the state’s south. 

There will be an additional trial site at the Geraldton Agriculture Research station, which 

will be a bit more accessible to MIG members, hopefully allowing us to view the progress 

of the GM crops later on in the season. 

The Minister highlighted the importance of not ‘jumping in too quickly’ and explained why 

exploring the capacity to segregate GM from non GM was a high priority. 

Dr Doug Edmeades presented an intriguing speech on figuring out what to believe and I 

think some of his points should stay with us when reading about ‘miracle crop cures’. 

Things to ask yourself include: What is the mode of action of the product?; Is there 

credible scientific evidence?; and are multiple claims being made? 

We were reminded all to use our common sense, and if something looks too good to be 

true, it probably is. 

He gave us a great insight into how things can get out of hand, and I think we were all 

grateful he managed to prove his way out of a $10 million lawsuit! 

Ben Forsyth, Nuffield scholar from Three Rivers Station north of Meekatharra entertained 

us throughout his talk with a very active slideshow of his adventures over the past year 

and some clever analogies between the OBH front and back bars and stations and 

farming country. 

I think his experience was definitely worth a listen, and hopefully next year we can hear 
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The past year has seen extreme variance in world wheat markets – 12 months ago the 

global wheat market was in a situation of panic, world wheat prices reached record levels 

in February 2008 as consumers and governments scrambled for supplies concerned 

about potential global food shortages. Prices dropped significantly towards the end of 

2008 and have remained lower, though are still tracking at above average historical 

levels.  

Rabobank senior analyst soft commodities Luke Chandler says prices are likely to 

remain steady for most of 2009, with little likelihood of a return to the record high levels in 

the foreseeable future.   

“Rabobank’s outlook for global wheat prices remains largely unchanged from our outlook 

in late 2008. Based on the current benign old crop (2008/09 season) fundamental 

situation and uncertain economic environment there appears to be limited upside for 
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from more Nuffield scholars. 

There was a good mixture of speakers in the concurrent sessions, and although difficult 

to pick which ones to see, the majority of the feedback was positive. 

It was interesting to hear about some different practices, such as fallow and cover 

cropping, and how they can work within a farming system. 

Ken Flower and Cameron Weeks presented some good evidence for these systems, 

while we were all left with the message of integrated weed management from Peter 

Newman’s talk, with encouraging words to those farmers out there continuing to be 

‘addicted to herbicides’ to be inspired by Ben Cousins and switch to integrate weed 

management with a positive attitude. 

The best speakers were saved until last according to much of the audience, with David 

Stephens giving some good predictions for a positive 2009, weather wise. 

The audience favourite was definitely Michael Whitehead from Rabobank. 

Michael also won the award for the furthest travelled speaker, coming from New York 

back to his home land for a quick chat about the global commodity, and where he sees 

agriculture in the next few years. 

The informative speech gave us an understanding of the world commodity market and 

that grains are still the way to go, even in the difficult financial times being experienced at 

the moment. 

He also put in a few American jokes, which got the audience laughing and was a great 

way to end off a productive day. 

A big thank you must go to all the people that acted as chair people for the concurrent 

sessions and to Sally, Bob and Rachel for chairing the plenary sessions, your help made 

the event run very smoothly! 
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wheat prices in 2009, certainly we do not expect prices to threaten the record highs 

reached in 2008,” he says. 

“Looking ahead to new crop (2009/10 season), fundamental risks that will need to be 

monitored include early dry conditions in the HRW plains of the US and areas of one of 

China’s major producing provinces, Henan, which has also suffered from recent below 

average precipitation. 

“We expect Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) nearby wheat prices to remain range 

bound between USD 5.00 to USD 6.00 throughout 2009, and into early 2010.”  

Whilst it remains early days for new season fundamentals in the wheat market, the 

carryover of stocks from 2008/09 is expected to provide sufficient cushioning in the 

market in 2009/10.  

World wheat production is expected to fall substantially from the record level of 683 

million tonnes reached in 2008/09 due to a combination of fewer plantings, reduced 

fertiliser and chemical applications and an expectation of normal seasonal conditions.  

“It would be a very unusual occurrence for another season of favourable seasonal 

conditions in almost all major producing regions of the world. There are already some 

areas of concern in the northern hemisphere at this early stage, albeit it is early days and 

there remains time for recovery,” said Mr Chandler.  

“Rabobank is currently forecasting world production of 640 million tonnes in 2009/10, a 

six per cent decline year-on-year, but still the second largest production on record.  

“Based on the backdrop of falling animal numbers and a subsequent slowdown in feed 

demand, largely driven by weak global macroeconomic conditions and together with an 

ample supply situation of coarse feed grains, consumption of wheat as a feed product is 

expected to decline in the 2009/10 season.” 

Dependent on competition from other grains, world wheat consumption may actually fall 

by as much as six per cent  in 2009/10, largely offsetting the contraction in world 

production.  

Mr Chandler says that without a major production issue, world wheat stock levels are 

expected to remain at comfortable levels in 2009/10, although they are expected to fall by 

around three per cent from year earlier levels. 

“ The world wheat stocks to use ratio is expected to fall by one per cent to 22 per cent, 

remaining well above the thirty year lows reached in 2007/08 of only 19 per cent.” 

Rabobank Australia is a part of the international Rabobank Group, the world’s leading food and agribusiness 

bank. Rabobank is one of Australia’s largest rural lenders and a major provider of corporate financial services to 

the food and agribusiness sectors.  More information: Rabobank Geraldton, Tel: (08) 9923 0288 
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Grain Express was introduced last year to improve transport utilisation and investment in 

the transport network, streamline grower receivals and provide full marketing options to 

all growers. 

With the backdrop of one of the biggest crops on record, the first year of full deregulation 

as well as a rain-delayed harvest, Grain Express has provided the Western Australian 

grains industry with a far simpler and more efficiently coordinated supply chain. 

CBH General Manager Operations Colin Tutt said the new system has benefited the 

industry immensely so far this harvest and the rewards will continue to come as the 

state’s crop is shipped. 

“We have achieved unprecedented efficiencies in logistics under Grain Express.  

Between October 2008 and mid–February this year we shipped 2.8 million tonnes 

compared to 1.3 million tonnes in the same period last year,” he said. 

“We have had some issues with shipping congestion given such a unique set of 

circumstances this harvest, having multiple marketers shipping in a tighter timeframe 

early in the year, but if Grain Express had not been implemented, these issues would 

have been magnified.  We certainly would not have shipped 2.8 million tonnes so far.” 

Grain Express provided CBH with the ability to better coordinate upcountry movements 

of grain and reduce mobilisations, the number of times it accesses stacks of grain. 

“The more we can clear sites in one movement the more we can save the industry in 

labour, equipment and re-fumigation costs,” said Mr Tutt.    

“We have cleared 100 percent of stacks in one movement so far this harvest.  In 

comparison we went to one site last harvest for a parcel as small as 10 tonne.  As of mid-

February, we’ve cleared 200 stacks and five complete sites, which is unprecedented 

within the system.  

“It costs around $6,000 every time we open a bulkhead.  Last year, for example, we went 

to some sites in the Albany zone four or five times to clear it and this year, under Grain 

Express, sites are being cleared in one movement.  This is a saving of at least $24,000 

alone in mobilisation costs.” 

Grain Express has also reduced grain ‘at risk’ because CBH is able to fully coordinate 

the movement of stock in its system and more easily consolidate stock to protect grain at 

risk of weather damage.   

“Grain Express is providing us many benefits but we still have a lot of work to do to refine 

the system to reap the most efficiency for industry and growers. It’s about a 70 percent fit 

for a deregulated market place and more systems changes are urgently required to get 

the supply 100 percent right for all users, particularly with the shipping,” said Mr Tutt. 

“Over the next few months we will be reviewing what processes can be improved to allow 

for a smoother and simpler harvest in 2009/10.” 
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“ rinse ‘em out 
round ‘em up 
& run ‘em in” 
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If you invest on the stock market or into a bank account you need to keep an eye on it to 

make sure it will return some profit.  Grain in silos is your investment for next years crop 

or for sale as part of your income stream but weevils could be eating away at those profits 

as you are reading this! 

Have you checked the silo recently and how did you check it?  Opening the top of the silo 

and having a sniff is one of the best ways to tell if things are not well but long before the 

tell tale odour appears insects are quietly chomping away on the grain and having a party 

in the breeding department! 

The best way to find insects in the silo is with a pitfall trap pushed into the peak of the 

grain.  This can be as simple as a drink can with top cut off and fly wire taped over it, 

more sophisticated traps are available but difficult to access.  Insects move around the 

grain and will fall in – a little vegetable oil in the bottom ensures they won’t get out. 

Picking up a handful of grain is a very poor way of finding insects and waiting until you 

see them moving around means that the population is probably around 1000 – 2000 

insects per tonne. 

The grain must be screened to be sure of finding insects so whether you drop some out of 

the bottom outlet or scoop it off the peak, use a grain sieve it to shake the insects through 

into the tray. (See photograph)  Spearing the grain is the best technique but you must 

take multiple samples to be sure of accuracy, just like sampling for quality. 

Found Insects? 

All insects in grain are bad especially in unsealed silos because they can breed up and fly 

or walk out to other grain stored nearby.  Your decision to control them depends on the 

sealablity of the silo and the fate of the grain.  If the silo is not sealable then don’t use 

phosphine because this will select the insects with a tolerance to phosphine.  Do this 

multiple times and you are heading to a higher level resistance factor. 

If the grain is to be used for feed on farm it may be a better choice to feed it out first if it’s 

in an unsealed silo. If it’s to be sold off farm then insects must be eliminated with 

phosphine which is the only available insect control for whole grain but of course only in a 

tested sealed silo. 

Is the Sealed Silo Still Sealed? 

Most farms have factory sealed silos, but are they still sealed?  Silos will hold gas only if 

the rubber seals remain in good condition.  It is a relatively simple and inexpensive task to 

replace rubbers and is essential before using a fumigant such as phosphine. 

The rubber to reseal silos is readily available from industrial rubber suppliers. (See Yellow 

Pages)  Strip off the old rubber from lids and seal plates and glue new rubber in place 

with a rubber adhesive for an instant job.  If using silicone leave the lids off for 24 hours to 

cure.  Test the silo using a farm compressor and read the yellow label on the side of the 

silo for the correct pressure times. 
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The impact on the labour market from the global slowdown has been widespread and 

rapid.  In what seems to be a blink of an eye, we have gone from a serious shortage in all 

types of labour to an oversupply of jobseekers. 

This is happening in all industries from agriculture to hospitality and everything in 

between.  

What does it mean for the farm sector?   

In a nutshell, it means you now have access to more quality candidates. 

Late last year The Job Shop saw an increase in the number of good quality Australian 

jobseekers registering for work. These included machinery operators and licensed truck 

drivers who were the early casualties of the mining meltdown in the north.  For the first 

time in years we were able to have MC licensed candidates available for the harvest 

period. 

We have  also seen a surge in self funded retirees,  who are now back in the job market 

and looking for work.  Many of these people have agricultural experience, are travelling in 

motor homes or  caravans, and more inclined to be searching for work rather than the 

next great fishing hole! These people have proven to be very reliable and trustworthy 

employees to many clients. 

Surge in travellers from the UK 

The situation in the UK has seen an increase of 20% in the number of Working Holiday 

Visa’s issued to travellers looking to work and travel in Australia.  This trend is set to 

continue given the dire state of the employment market in the United Kingdom. 

So if you are looking for licensed truck drivers, experienced machinery operators from 

Australia and abroad, the good news is the availability of these types is better than it has 

been for years.  

Andrew Coldbeck is the Founder and Managing Director of The Job Shop.  A licensed 

employment agency, established in January 2005 and  specialising in rural and regional 

placements in Agriculture, Horticulture and Hospitality.  They were the first (and only) 

business to be  awarded a Harvest Labour Service Contract in Western Australia, 

charged with sourcing hundreds of horticulture workers each year in the East Kimberley.  
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Applying the Phosphine 

Apply the phosphine tablets (or Bagchain formulation) in the headspace of the silo.  It is 

good practice to lay the tablets in a tray so that the tablet residue does not fall into the 

grain. Use a wide tray so that the tablets are spread out. The powder remains toxic and if 

concentrated into a trough could affect the livestock consuming it or could be blown up 

into the face (and lungs) of the person outloading for seeding.  
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It has been common practice for growers to rely on naturalised/background strains of root 

nodule bacteria (RNB) to meet their needs for paddock inoculation of Lupins and sub 

clover based pasture.  A field survey conducted in 2005 by the Centre for Rhizobium 

Studies (CRS), Murdoch University assessed the nitrogen fixing efficiency of naturalised 

lupin inoculant strains in key lupin growing regions.  The study revealed that there was 

significant variation within the paddock populations sampled and highlighted that although 

a number of the naturalised strains isolated were equal to or better than the currently 

available commercial strains, many were less effective.  

From the CRS survey in 2005 the Lupin strain WSM4024 was identified in glasshouse 

evaluations to have elite nitrogen fixation capacity and has subsequently been evaluated 

in several trials in the northern agricultural region in 2006 & 2007. 

In 2006 the National Rhizobium Program following development by the CRS released the 

improved Group C (sub clover) strain WSM1325.  The new strain brings improved strain 

survival and performance in more acidic soil environments as well as improved host 

range with Group C now covering nearly all the trifoliate annual clovers. 

These strain developments provide an opportunity to improve legume performance at a 

low cost per hectare in an environment of escalating applied nitrogen costs.  The question 

is, how do we assess what is currently there?  

The current methods available for determining soil numbers and strain fixation efficiency 

of root nodule bacteria requires the growth of glasshouse seedlings with a minimum of 

four weeks turnaround for soil numbers and three to four months on fixation efficiency.  

The materials consumed, time necessary and expertise required to competently execute 

these techniques make them prohibitively expensive and typically unviable for growers to 

access.  

ALOSCA technologies as a Silver sponsor of the MIG group will provide the infrastructure 

and facilitate the skills to conduct a paddock survey of Lupin and sub clover inoculant 

strains during the 2009 growing season and is seeking expressions of interest from MIG 

members to participate in the survey.  

A similar survey conducted within the LIEBE catchment in 2008 revealed that generally 

soil numbers were lower than scientific literature has suggested is necessary for good 

establishment of nitrogen fixation.  During the survey some of lupin Rhizobium strains 

collected and subsequently isolated were evaluated and found to be good initiators of 

nodulation but poor or inefficient nitrogen fixers.  

Paddock submissions will be limited to eight within the MIG catchment and participant 

selection will be liaised through Kathryn Fleay and the R&D Committee. 

It is hoped that selected participants will represent a good spread of soil type and annual 

rain fall from within the catchment and run a typical wheat/lupin and/or sub clover pasture 

rotation for the region. 

Specific criteria for paddock selection will target those with Lupin and/or sub clover history 
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February 20 was MIG’s night of nights, with the Group’s fourth biennial dinner. 

Held once again in the beautiful grounds of “The Grange” at Irwin, the Stoney family 

kindly continued the MIG tradition with the use of their shed and lawn area for members 

and friends to relax and enjoy! 

The weather and organisation gods were shining on us with a balmy evening and 

everything running smoothly! 

The night was full of entertainment with live music from local band, “The Blue Bone 

Groupers”, headed up by none other than our mates from the Geraldton Ag Department, 

Pete Newman, Andrew Blake and Mike Clarke (plus a fabulous female singer).  The band 

kept the crowd’s feet moving throughout the evening and by the looks of the fans, they 

lined up a number of new gigs for the future. 

Dinner was amply supplied by The Hampton Arms Inn, who once again were a pleasure 

to work with, making life easy throughout the preparation and night.  At their suggestion, 

we tried a different format this year, with hors d'oeuvres on the lawn rather than sitting 

down for entrée in the shed.  This turned out to be the perfect choice, as the warm 

evening kept people lingering outside in the cooler evening air.  There were many 

compliments to the chef from the delicious appetizers, to the beef that melted and the 

mouth-watering desserts!  

During the main meal, Darren Beazley of the Fremantle Dockers gave the party goers a 

different perspective of life in the Dockers camp.  Contrary to what many were expecting, 

Darren looked into other aspects that make the Dockers a success, that being their 

commitment to building communities and supporting children, underprivileged or 

otherwise.  Recently Darren returned from South Africa where the Dockers were actively 

building more opportunities for youngsters who they expect will not only gain from 

learning about the team sport, but also that we may see a new wave of South Africans 

donning the Dockers jersey in the future. 

Darren also emphasised the importance of supporting community, particularly in difficult 

times.  The comparisons drawn between a successful football club and farming were 

unexpected, and members were able to take home some pertinent messages...with their 
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returning to those species for 2009 where no commercial inoculant has been applied in 

the past 10-15 years.  Paddocks returning to Lupin in 2009 with low background 

germination of sub clover would be desirable to gain data from both species in the one 

rotation. 

Two samples will be taken to run the analysis.  Firstly, a soil sample just post-break of the 

season to establish RNB cell numbers/gram soil available at germination and then a 

nodule sample at 8 to 10 weeks following plant establishment to isolate strains and 

subsequently measure fixation efficiency.  

Results for the soil populations should be available for the 2009 MIG Spring Field Day 

and the naturalised strain performance for the ‘2010 Regional Crop Updates’. 
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Hi Everyone!  I hope all members have had a great start to the year and have managed 

to enjoy a holiday or break of some sort prior to getting into the swing of 2009 – speaking 

of which, March is already upon us!   

I thought I would take this opportunity to let you know what I am up to since I left MIG at 

the end of 2008.  I have taken a different tack now and left the NRM world to be 

employed by the CBH Group as a Senior IQC (Integrated Quality Co-ordinator) under 

their Better Farm IQ quality assurance program.  In this role I will be working with the 

CBH Group, the Better Farm IQ team and most importantly, you the growers to help 

achieve a food safe grain supply chain in which all bins will become quality assured by 

2012/13.    

In the Geraldton Zone; Binnu, Northampton and Yuna all became QA sites in 2008/09, 

and at the next harvest, bins on the Morawa line will become QA only sites with the rest 

of the Geraldton Zone becoming QA only in 2010/11.  This means you have the choice of 

completing Better Farm IQ quality assurance training and being audited once per year 

(approx 2-3 hrs), or choosing to have your grain tested for chemical residue (estimated at 

$2.50 per tonne).   

As Senior IQC, I will be concentrating on the auditing of grower’s QA systems where I will 

spend about half my time checking and reviewing grower’s records in meeting the goals 

of their QA system.  Many of you will already know Bec Bussenchutt and Alana Birnie 

who are spending a lot of time on road right now auditing grower’s systems.  The rest of 

my time will involve co-ordinating and managing the IQC’s north of Perth (of which there 

is currently 5 and this number will increase as bins become QA and more growers join 

the Better Farm IQ program).  Please contact me if you would like to know more. 
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full bellies and tired feet! 

Special thanks must go to the Stoney family for once again lending their grounds, Kellie 

Starick and her team of decorators—the shed looked fantastic, and Murray Thomas, our 

gracious MC for the evening! 
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GGA Lunch 
Meeting 

March 12 Geraldton Members of Grower 
Groups 

Strategic Planning March 17 Mingenew MIG Members 

ChemCert 
Training 

March 18 & 19 Three Springs All 

Sustainable 
Farming Families 

August Mingenew All 

MIG Spring Field 
Day 

September 3 Irwin All 
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