Welcome to the May edition of the MIG Newsletter.

| realise my Editorial starts much the same way each time, but yes, it has been another busy
two months since we last published the Newsletter!

In mid March we conducted our 5 year review and strategic planning session. This was a
daunting task for some, yet once our facilitator, Nigel McGuckian got us into it, our 20 plus
participants were in full swing reviewing the Group’s past performance, highlighting what we
did well and should continue into the future, as well as discussing areas that needed
improving. Communication beyond the MIG membership was something that was brought up
in this area, and | hope that with the implementation of our improved communication plan, the
wider community will gain a better understanding of our group and its successes.

There was also much discussion on how the Group was positioned amongst it's peers and
how it should progress to maintain and improve this position whilst continuing to provide the
grassroots information and opportunities that our Members have come to expect.

With the mixture of young guns and self-confessed, ‘enthusiastic oldies’ in the room, there
was a strong feeling that the Group must not get comfortable in its position, alternatively it
must continue to strive forward to explore and develop new opportunities, technologies and
best practice, whilst continuing to improve member education, business and social networks.

As | sit here now | can say that this process has already begun, as we await confirmation from
the Minister for Agriculture of a meeting with the region’s ‘young guns’. These are a
demographic of people in the ag industry that Mr Redman himself identified as not having
access too, yet following the MIG Crop Updates and meeting a large group of young farmers
from the NAR, he is now keen to take steps to turn this around.

Before | go, | must make special mention to all those who have been helping Kathryn Fleay,
our new Research Agronomist get up to speed and feel at home in the MIG community. The
R&D Committee under the guidance of lan Thomas, have been working hard to make help
Kathryn along and many farmers have been extremely generous with their time and resources
to assist Kathryn source demo sites, seed and use foreign pieces of equipment like the faulty
pump on the boom spray...thanks Don!

All the best for seeding and I'll keep you posted on the winners for the “Date the Break” comp
(yes, the season will break)!




Well, seeding time has come around quickly, with many people putting the final repairs on
their seeding rigs and getting their tractors ready for action when the season breaks.

The trials program is well underway at MIG, with the final pre-seeding R & D meeting
being held late in April.

This year we have a great mix of cropping trials at the main trial site, which is located at
Chris Foster’s place on the Allanooka Springs Rd.

Diamond Sponsors CSBP have three trials lined up for the sand plain trial site (SPTS),
including a canopy management trial, a lupin nutrition trial and a trial looking at nitrogen
timing on early and late maturing canola varieties.

These trials cover a range of crops and will provide useful information for many farming
systems.

A new herbicide being released by Bayer in 2011 is being put on show at the SPTS.

The herbicide, to be used in cereals will control annual ryegrass and barley grass, so it
will be great to see how it performs against current products.

There will be barley, wheat and canola variety trials at both the SPTS and the heavy trial
site, which will look at different times of sowing.

Steve Rowe is hosting the Heavy land trial site, (HLTS) which is located on the Mullewa
road.

Both sites will also have a lupin variety trial, with delayed harvest treatments.

DAFWA are putting in a number of pulse variety trials at the HLTS, including chickpeas,
fieldpeas, lentils and Albus lupins.

An area will be planted to the new chickpea variety, which will be launched later in the
season.

For those interested in pasture, there will be a demo of four varieties at the heavy HLTS,
which will give everyone the chance to look at the new varieties coming out and how they
might fit into your farming system.

At the moment the sites look like a jungle of pegs, but rest assured there is some
organisation.

A big thank you must go to Steve Rowe and Chris Foster for letting us use their
paddocks, and for putting up the signs.

We have a great spread of sites for farmer demos this year, with the trials branching out
as far as the Three Springs shire at Chad Eva’s farm.

This year we will have six wheat variety demonstrations, three lupin variety demos, two
barley variety demos and two canola variety demos.

Also included in the demo program will be the ongoing claying trials and the 2008 lupin
variety demos, which will be sown to wheat and analysed to see if lupin seeding rate and/
or variety have an impact on wheat growth, vigour and yield.

Two new long term demonstrations will be set up at Horwood’s and Thomas’s, looking at
phosphorus rates and crop responses over five years.

A new herbicide (active ingredient propyzamide) used for grass weeds control will be
trialed in lupins. The product is not currently registered for use in lupins, however the trial
will involve residue testing at different application rates, which will help determine whether
the herbicide can be used in these situations, helping push the registration process along.

A Dividend demo will be undertaken north of Mingenew and will look at the growth, vigour
and yield differences when using Dividend or untreated seed.

CropScience

Rabobank

RS\ Bird Cameron

Chartered Accountants



We also have two surveys running this year, with ALOSCA and Syngenta.

We have received some interesting results back from the Predicta B tests sponsored by
Syngenta, and hope to assemble a map for root disease prevalence in the MIG area
once we have received all the tests back.

The ALOSCA surveys will start after plant emergence, after which some soil samples will
be taken. Following this, further samples will be taken to determine the number of root
nodule bacteria present.

Thanks to everyone who offered their paddocks for sampling.

Thanks to all the farmers who helped me out with the sites this year, now all we can do is
hope that the dark clouds bring some rain!

The R & D committee have discussed a number of possibilities for field walks this year
and we are positive there will be enough outings to interest all members.

If there are any bright ideas for speakers or burning topics you would like to see at the
field day this year please give me a call, any ideas are welcome, and remember this day
is to benefit you.

Finally, | would like to wish you all the best over the seeding period, and of course lots of
rain!
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Grain Express was introduced last year to improve transport utilisation and investment in
the transport network, streamline grower receivals and provide full marketing options to
all growers.

With the backdrop of one of the biggest crops on record, the first year of full deregulation
as well as a rain-delayed harvest, Grain Express has provided the Western Australian
grains industry with a far simpler and more efficiently coordinated supply chain.

CBH General Manager Operations Colin Tutt said the new system has benefited the
industry immensely so far and the rewards will continue to come as the state’s crop is
shipped.

“We have achieved unprecedented efficiencies in logistics under Grain Express.
Between November 2008 and end of April this year we have shipped 6.2 million tonnes
compared to 3.26 million tonnes in the same period last year,” he said.

“We did have some issues with shipping congestion during March given such a unique
set of circumstances last harvest, having multiple marketers shipping in a tighter
timeframe early in the year, but if Grain Express had not been implemented, these issues
would have been magnified. We certainly would not have shipped 6.2 million tonnes so
far and loaded 174 ships in 173 days.”

Grain Express provided CBH with the ability to better coordinate upcountry movements
of grain and reduce mobilisations, the number of times it accesses stacks of grain.

“The more we can clear sites in one movement the more we can save the industry in
labour, equipment and re-fumigation costs,” said Mr Tultt.

“We are clearing whole sites at a time which is just at within the system. In comparison
we went to one site during the 2007/08 harvest for a parcel as small as 10 tonne.

“It costs around $6,000 every time we open a bulkhead. Last year, for example, we went
to some sites in the Albany zone four or five times to clear it and this year, under Grain
Express, sites are being cleared in one movement. This is a saving of at least $24,000
alone in mobilisation costs.

“We have also saved around $350,000 in fumigation costs so far given the coordinated
movements of grain from our sites in line with fumigation protocols as well an estimated
$750,000 reduction in costs associated with intra-silo movements.”

Grain Express has also reduced grain ‘at risk’ because CBH is able to fully coordinate
the movement of stock in its system and more easily consolidate stock to protect grain at
risk of weather damage.

“Grain Express is providing us many benefits but we still have a lot of work to do to refine
the system to reap the most efficiency for industry and growers. It's about a 70 percent fit
for a deregulated market place and more systems changes are urgently required to get
the supply 100 percent right for all users, particularly with the shipping,” said Mr Tutt.

“Over the past few months we have been reviewing what processes can be improved to
allow for a smoother and simpler harvest in 2009/10. We have received very valuable
feedback from all corners of our industry and we are working towards implementing
some of these ideas under Grain Express during 2009.”

EXPRESS



In the rush to get ready for seeding, playing wit the big toys and the big dollars can
quickly relegate stock issues to the back seat. Don't jeopardise your year round
investment in time and money put into your stock by letting them fall by the wayside
during the critical lambing period.

Underfed ewes will result in underfed, often immune compromised lambs which are
unlikely to meet their potential in the most efficient time frame — costing you money in
additional feed requirements and perhaps missing the market you were aiming for. A
quick check for feeding quantities is provided below.

Not going to be able to feed as frequently over seeding? Make sure you adjust quantity
and quality to match frequency and do it gradually over the next few feeds.
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M g Hay Kg hay
f%’v\'jg e EVERY gill(z?zp g %) EVERY

il DAY e DAY
Dry / non pregnant 14 kg Dry / non pregnant 1.5kg
Late pregnant 19 kg Late pregnant 2 kg
First 8 wks of First 8 wks of
lactation 20 kg lactation 2.5kg
Type of Hay .
(5’ or 1.6m round In Shed Fed rolled out Fed in hay rack

(20% wastage) (10% wastage)

bales)
Oaten Hay 360—380 kg 300 kg 330 kg

Good Ryegrass

clover hay 420—450 kg 350 kg 390 kg

*Tables prepared with the assistance of Dr Paul Wynne-Houchin

Mobs which did not receive a summer drench should also receive a Worm Egg Count
now so that potential problems further on in the season can be avoided. Mobs of non-
summer drenched ewes may now be carrying moderate to high burdens of worms.
Failure to remove these burdens now will lead to a much greater risk of excessive
paddock contamination with worms and therefore potential issues with scouring, flystrike
and loss of production during the coming winter and spring.

Don't put it off — take a few minutes today to plan out what needs to happen with the
stock over the busy weeks ahead and write it down on the calendar in the toilet, the best
place to write those important reminders!
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Syngenta provided MIG members with 26 PreDicta B test kits in February in an effort to
map the distribution and extent of soil-borne diseases. So far we have received results
for 12 of the 26 tests and of these, 5 show medium to high levels of Rhizoctonia, 5 show
some level of Pratylenchus neglectus and there are several cases of Take-All, Crown Rot
(F. pseudograminearum) and Blackspot. We hope to be able to share the final results in
a future MIG newsletter.

There have been some concerns raised about the reliability of the PreDicta B test on
sand plain soils and these were put to Alan McKay from the South Australian Research &
Development Institute. His response:

“We did have problems with some WA soils in the past and had to use modified buffers
to get round the problem. Several years ago we modified part of the system and since
then we have not had problems with any field soils, even those collected at depth.

Some issues to consider when sampling sands:

Low pathogens can be more damaging in sands with low biological activity (less
competition from general soil biota), so risk categories reported may underestimate the
risk.

Fine sands can be difficult to sample as they tend to run out of the cores, this can
affect results.
Sample along rows of previous cereals where there are more fine roots.

If paddock has come out of pasture, consider targeting cores at areas were
there are plant residues”.

Soil-borne diseases like Rhizoctonia and Pythium are easy to ignore. At worst you will
notice patches of poor growth as in the photo below. However, yield losses from a
medium level of Rhizoctonia could range between 5 - 20% so it is well worth the effort to
treat your seed.

Rhizoctonia infected paddock

Syngenta recommends DIVIDEND for:

Its Broad Spectrum seed treatment , giving the best possible protection from:
Rhizoctonia and Pythium
Smuts and Bunts
Seed-borne Net Blotch in Barley
Suppression of Loose Smut
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Improved Establishment

Dividend 1.3L/T Dividend 1.3L/T + Emerge 1.2L/T Tebuconazole (6.25g/L)
+ Imidacloprid 180g/L) 4L/T

Excellent Early Vigour
Yield Advantage over other Seed Treatments

In 37 trials conducted in Western Australia between 2003 and 2008, the average yield
advantage delivered by crops grown using seed treated with DIVIDEND was 143kg/ha.

We also recommend MAXIM XL for seed treatment in Canola, and to give your crops the
best possible start, both of these products can be enhanced with the use of EMERGE
(600g/L Imidacloprid) which gives:

Early season Aphid control and reduces transfer of BYDV in cereals
Early season control of Aphids, RLEM and BOM in canola

Observed increases in plant vigour and improved seedling establishment (see centre
photo above)

Increased tolerance to short-term adverse environmental conditions and plant
stresses

In the last month | have been visiting farms to advise on grain storage and collect weevils
for phosphine resistance testing. Too often | find large numbers of insects in the grain
which is a surprise to the farmer! The attached photo is of a seal plate removed from the
base of a silo — the black stuff is an accumulation of dead insects, dust and moisture and
this is not what you want to find just prior to seeding!

The grain sample was alive with insects and needed an immediate fumigation to stop the
insects moving off at outloading and finding a safe haven around the farm area until the
new grain comes back in November

The oft repeated phrase of ‘keep an eye on your investments’ comes to mind and this
holds true for your investment in next years grain crop.

Even if the grain is in a sealed silo and you have fumigated it, it still needs to be checked
regularly and the best way to do this is to lift the lid and check for bad odours. Then
extract a small amount of grain from the bottom outlet and put it through a grain screen.
You will not see insects on your hand or in the grain until they are around 1000 — 2000
per tonne. Even better a home made pitfall trap in the top of the silo pushed in level with




the top of the grain will show up an infestation long before you will see them. (See pic).
Avoid Surprises!

To avoid surprises at seeding it's essential to lay the groundwork as this years seed is
being extracted. Hygiene is the first line of defence so cleaning up spills around the silos
will remove food and harbourage for weevils. Dust on the inside of the silo will keep the
dust munchers in board and lodging until next harvest, so wash out or blow out the dust
when you've finished seeding. A puff of Dryacide into the silo at the base will ensure any
insects that fly in will contact it and die. You can also use Fenitrothion at this early stage
on empty silos but be aware of the safety requirements when using it.

The next step is to be sure the sealed silos really are sealed. If you hear them bubbling
or can see the oil moving up and down in the pressure relief valve then they are sealed.
If not it's a relatively simple task to check the seal rubbers are in good condition, put the
seal plates in place and pressure test the silo.

Once the new seed is loaded at harvest then fumigate straight away in a sealed silo with
phosphine tablets on a tray in the headspace. If you don't have sealed silos, grade and
pickle using a fungicide containing an insecticide.

Further information on grain insect control, sealed storage and pressure testing can be
obtained from the local office of DAFWA, a Biosecurity Officer or from the DAFWA
website at http://www.agric.wa.gov.au click on crops / storage or type ‘grain storage’ in
the search box.
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Velocity Selective Herbicide from Bayer CropScience is now registered for use during the
2009 season to control broadleaf weeds in cereals.

Formulation:  Emulsifiable Concentrate (EC)
37.5 g/L Pyrasulfotole (Group H)
210 g/L Bromoxynil (Group C)

Crops: Wheat, Barley, Triticale and Cereal Rye

Pack sizes: 10 L (2/ctn) and 110 L

Application: From 2 leaf crop (Z12) to late tillering (Z30)

Rate: 500 mL/ha to 670 mL/ha

Adjuvant: Hasten @ 1% (other adjuvants being investigated)

Broad-spectrum control of a range of weeds including:
Capeweed, Doublegee, Fumitory, Sowthistle, Turnip weed, Wild radish,
Wild turnip, Indian hedge mustard, Wireweed, Deadnettle, volunteer
Canola and volunteer pulses

What Does Velocity Selective Herbicide Offer?

Pyrasulfotole provides robust new chemistry and three modes of action from HPPD
inhibitor and “photo-X" herbicide technology

Velocity offers true biological synergy between Group H and Group C herbicides to
provide reliable, rapid and powerful Control of “hard to kill” Broadleaf weeds

Effective against Wild radish resistant to Group B, Group F and Group |

Outstanding crop safety from the latest Bayer CropScience safener




Excellent tank-mixing compatibility with Grass herbicides for flexibility and efficiency
What You Should Expect to See From Velocity in the Field:

When used as directed, Velocity is exceptionally fast acting.
Symptoms of its activity (bleaching) usually appear in 2—7 days.

The plant will usually develop blisters & necrotic areas on older leaves, and
bleaching and burning on new leaves and at the growing point

Later, extensive destruction of the entire leaf tissue occurs, leading to plant death in
15-28 days.

Velocity and Precept are new chemistry with outstanding crop safety, in the one drum.

Note: This data was not replicated and is the summary of 12 sites.

Costs Per Hectare:
Precept 1L/ha + (Hasten 1% (70L/ha water rate) = $14.10 + $4.00
Velocity 500mL/ha + (Hasten 1% (70L/ha water rate) = $15.00 + $4.00
Paragon 500mL/ha + Bromicide 750 mL/ha = ~$25.00




# /%0 &% #% 1
#o,

Farm input prices will remain steady and could potentially drop further in 2009, Rabobank
analyst Adam Tomlinson told a series of farmer presentations across South Australia last
week.

“There are a number of forces maintaining the sideways movement of input prices, one of
the biggest is that the cost of production has dropped, mainly due to lower prices for oil
natural gas and phosphate rock,” Mr Tomlinson said.

“Also a reduction in consumer spending as a result of the global economic crisis has
adversely impacted most agricultural commodity prices and with a general recovery in
world grain stocks there has been less incentive to increase production and the use of
fertilisers has contracted in some regions.

“International urea and DAP prices have fallen by up to ten per cent since early March,
with global production adequate for the current demand outlook.”

A combination of stronger US dollar, lower raw material prices, smaller growth in global
demand, reduced freight costs and less government intervention is expected to maintain
downward pressure on fertiliser prices in 2009.

“China, a large global producer of fertiliser, has opted to reduce taxes on nitrogen and
phosphate fertiliser exports in the Chinese low season, aimed to help fertiliser producers
in low demand periods whilst keeping capacity available for their farmers in the major
application time frame,” said Mr Tomlinson.

In China the low seasons for urea are: January, July, August and November 16 to
December 31. The low seasons for Chinese-manufactured phosphate fertilisers are:
January, June, July, November and December.

“On the other side of the coin, there are some key factors keeping international prices
from falling further such as the added investment costs for new supply capacity and some
buoyant prices in major grains and oilseeds such as wheat, which remains above 500 US
cents a bushel,” Mr Tomlinson said.

“Although the major agricultural commodity prices have dropped since 2008, many are
still well above long term averages and this will probably prevent fertiliser prices falling
below pre-2006 levels.”

Mr Tomlinson told those gathered at the presentations that with very little movement in
commodity prices expected, it would take a major global event to cause a significant rise
in farm input prices.

“Should there be a dramatic increase in soft commodities and resources such as oil, gas
and phosphate rock, or a large drop in the Australian dollar, then prices could potentially
rise again, however it appears unlikely,” he said.

In 2009 it is expected overall fertiliser costs will be similar to 2007 and energy/chemical
costs will be similar to 2005.
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Hello from Vancouver!

For those who don't know, | am on a working holiday to the US and Canada, and so
much has been happening!

Contiki started and was great fun! First we went to San Diageo, did a harbour cruise,
went out for dinner and went to the zoo where | fed a giraffe! From there we went to
Phoenix and Sedona where it started to rain and snow. We did a jeep ride to see the red
rocks/mountains at Sedona which was spectacular.

The Grand Canyon was amazing! When we arrived it was snowing. | was like a little kid




at Christmas! | did a helicopter flight over the canyon which was breathtaking and
walked along sections of the rim. There were squirrels everywhere which | thought was
cool and there were deer just walking through the cabins we were staying in! Not literally
through the cabin but around them!

We drove along Route 66 to get to Las Vegas and all | can say about Vegas is WOW!

Yosemite National Park was next and was beautifull San Francisco consisted of a visit
to Alcatraz, which has a very eerie atmosphere. We went to a baseball game which was
really cool...its just like what you see on the movies! The next day | rode a bike across
the Golden Gate bridge! It nearly killed me because there were so many hills! | opted for
the easy way back and took the ferry!

We had clam chowder in a sourdough bread bowl which is a must do in San Fran...yum!
Then we went to Lombard street (the crookedest street in San Fran). The view was
great but it was such an effort to get up to the top of the hilll We made a quick stop in
Santa Barbra on the way back to LA where the Contiki tour finished. | had heaps of fun
and met and made friends with some really great people.

With Contiki finished it was off to Canada. My flight to Vancouver was uneventful (unlike
my flight to America) and it only took 5 minutes at immigration to get my working visa.

| love Vancouver! Its so beautiful, but cold! The first day we got our ‘SIN’ (Canada's
version of a tax file number) and a bank account.

In the past 3 days | have gone to Stanley park, a 1000 acre park 20 min walk from my
hostel. | went to the aquarium and saw beluga whales, dolphins, seals, sea lions and
otters! | rode a bike round the whole park, which is about 9 km and walked through and
explored parts of it. | also went up to Capilano and walked over the Swinging bridge and
through the tree top walk through the huge evergreens. It is definitely very scenic.

This morning | went on a sea plane over to Victoria on Vancouver Island, which only took
30 minutes. It was quite a small plane, 10 passenger capacity. The views were amazing
but the final 10 minutes were a bit turbulent so | was very glad to be on solid ground. |
think 111 take the ferry back to the mainland.
Well that's about it up until now. Hope all is well at home and you aren't missing me to
much! Tegan.

The MIG Committee are welcoming expressions of interest from Members and Sponsors
to attend a Goldfields / South East WA, Study Tour.

Departing for one week on September 19, 2009 the outline of the trip thus far includes:

Melrose Station: Outback experience; Working cattle station; Unique landscape
Lake Ballard; Broad Arrow ghost town

Kalgoorlie: Super Pit; Mining Hall of Fame; Underground mine tour; Gold pour;
Brothel tour; Historical Boulder

Salmon Gums: North Mallee Cropping Group; Innovative farmers

Esperance: Innovative farmers; SEPWA main trial site; Abalone processing plant;
World class national parks

Hyden: Wave Rock Prime Beef; Wave Rock; Holt Rock Agronomy Group

This trip is open to all MIG Members/sponsors, however if numbers are high, preference
will be given to those who have not been on recent trips with the group.

This will be a short, but busy trip that will be well worth the time and effort. Our member
and group connections are giving us access to many great farmers and things to see and
do while on tour.

Please forward interest to Rachel on 9928 1645 or email r.bagshaw@westnet.com.au
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