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Welcome to the September edition of the MIG Newsletter. 

As usual with this time of year, the MIG team are flat out trying to squeeze in as many 
events as possible before everyone evaporates into harvest mode.  

We have had some very good events running, with the Grain Pool’s “International Grain 
Marketing” day and the Heavy Land Field Walk seeing a record number of attendees.  
Thank you to everyone who supported these events. 

The Heavy Land Field Walk saw the launch of the new chickpea “Slasher” which looks to 
be a promising new variety for heavy land farmers.  Thanks to AWB Seeds for supporting 
the field walk and bringing over plant breeder, Dr Kristy Hobson (who also gave up box 
seats at the football to be with us) and John Orr of Premium Grain Handlers, who gave us 
an insight into prospective markets and opportunities for chickpea growers. 

The most significant issue of the day was the lack of esky space for the volume of drinkers 
at the sundowner, which all things considered, is a good problem for event organisers. 

Thanks to Claire Sullivan of the CBH Group who put in a big effort to get Josh Roberts, 
Mark Pontifex and Dr Narelle Kruger to the International Grain Marketing day in Mingenew.  
The event generated much interest and again, the BBQ sundowner supported by CBH was 
much appreciated by members afterwards! 

The Enviro Division (ED) has also been busy and have started generating their own 
strategic interests with a meeting held on August 20.  The ED are acutely aware of the 
changing parameters of Environmental funding and want to keep on top of member’s 
priorities.  These issues combined, saw the 18 participants generate new project ideas for 
MIG/NACC staff, Sarah and Rob to work on. 

Looking ahead, the next few weeks are going to be very busy for MIG staff, the R&D 
Committee and members as we embark on the Spring Field day and play host to a number 
of tour groups passing through the region.  I hope the wider membership can appreciate 
the work being put into these events and show their support by attending events.   

Please remember to use the R&D Committee to voice your opinions, new ideas and 
suggestions so that MIG can keep its work relevant and interesting for members.  Your 
R&D Committee includes Ian Thomas (chair), Rob Campbell, Chad Eva, Steve Rowe, 
Sandy More, Peter Horwood, Luigi Moreschi and Ian McDonald and of course supporting, 
staff Kathryn Fleay and Richard Quinlan. 

Also a quick thank you to the ABB Community Fund, which has recently awarded MIG with 
$2,300 to help the Group purchase new equipment to support our R&D work. 

Good luck to the R&D crew, Kathryn and Richard on Thursday!   

I’ll see you all there. 
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Cereal Agronomy �
Weed Management �
GM Information Session �
Lupin Agronomy & Nutrition �
Machinery �
Bus Tour �
Canola Agronomy�
Wheat and Canola Nutrition�

3rd September 2009 
Allanooka Springs Rd, 39km NW Mingenew. 

Morning session speakers:  
Carolyn Williams— 
Centre for Food and Genomic 
Medicine; 
Rory Coffey— 
Irwin Valley 
 
Lunch time speakers: 
Tony Critch— 
Local Farmer/Entrepreneur  
David Fienburg— 
CBH 

Further Information: Kathryn Fleay 
(08) 99281506 
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M INGENEW -IRWIN  GROUP SPRING FIELD  DAY   
Thursday, 3rd September 2009 

 

PICK 6 TOPICS AND THUS PUT TOGETHER YOUR OWN FIELD DAY! 

1. Cereal Varieties & Agronomy  
 National Variety Testing Program   (Peter Burgess - Kalyx Agriculture)   10mins 
 Wheat Time of Sowing Trial    (Christine Zaicou-Kunesh - DAFWA)  20mins 
 DAFWA Breeding Program   (Ian Barclay - DAFWA)   20mins 
  
2. Weed Management  
 Bayer Sakura Trial     (Rick Horbury - Bayer CropScience)  30mins 
 Risk of Trifluralin Resistance    (Peter Newman - DAFWA)   15mins 
 
3. GM and Roundup Ready Canola 
       a. Growing GM canola – 09 Experience  (David Fulwood - RR Canola Grower)   25mins  
       b. GM Technology    (Richard Quinlan - MIG)   25mins 
 
4. Lupin Varieties & Agronomy  
      a.  Lupin Varieties, manganese deficiency  (Martin Harries - DAFWA )   20mins 
      c. Lupin Agronomy    (Alan Meldrum - Pulse Australia)  20mins 
      d. ALOSCA     (Chris Poole - ALOSCA Technologies)  10 mins  
 
5. Marquee 1 
 Grain Marketing     (Andrew Tasker - NAB Agribusiness)  25mins  
 Elders Grain Accumulation Strategy  (Stephen Clarke - Elders Toepfer Grain  25mins 
  
6. Marquee 2 
 Economic Crisis – Agriculture’s Fit  (Andrew  Pitcher  - Rabobank)  25mins  
 Self Managed Super   (John Thomson - RSM Bird Cameron)  25mins 
  
7. Machinery 
 Weed Seeker Sprayer   (Daryl Beattie - Undaminda Spraying )  15mins  
 Spader     (David Hayes & Steve Davies)   15mins 
 Mouldboard Plough    (Peter Newman & Tony Harding)  15mins 
 
8. Bus Tour 
 Mouldboard Plough Demo   (Peter Newman - DAFWA)   30mins 
 Prosaro (fungicide) Demonstration  (Rick Horbury - Bayer CropScience)  30mins 
 Garlon for Control of Blue Lupins  (Richard Quinlan - MIG)   20mins 
 
9. Nutrition (wheat and canola)  
 CSBP Nutrition trial    (Luigi Moreschi - CSBP)   50mins 
 
MORNING SESSION (8.30 – 9.30): 
 Carolyn Williams – Lupin Health Benefits      20mins  
 Rory Coffee – Irwin Valley Lupins, where it’s headed     15mins 

David Fienburg – Australasian Lupin Processing-the plant and potential increased market access 15 mins 
 
LUNCH SESSION (1.00 – 1.50): 
 Tony Critch   Successful Local farmer and Businessman   20mins  
 David Fienburg   CBH Senior Operations Manager— On Farm Storage - tricks for young players. An 

    overview of opportunity and risk management  20mins   

  8.30 -
9.30 

9.30 -
10.20 

10.30 – 
11.20 

11.30 – 
12.20 

12.30 - 
1.50 

2.00 -
2.50 

3.00 -
3.50 

4.00 -
4.50 

TOTAL 

Cereal Agronomy   * *   *     3 

Weed Management       *   * 2 

GM    * *    *  3 

Lupin Varieties & Agronomy  *   *     * 3 

Marquee 1     * *     2 

Marquee 2   *     *   2 

Machinery    *   * * 3 

Nutrition        * *   2 

Bus Tour * *         1 

                

CHOICES 3 4 4 4 4 3   
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With Craig Forsyth opting to drive rather than be driven, our first stop 
of the day was at Urella to investigate Jon and Jill Holmes’ Nangetty 
soil stabilisation site.  It was here we worked out why Craig wanted to 
drive! 

This year rather than view the project from the top, we walked down 
into the thick of the problem...where the erosion begins.  We wanted 
to get everyone to see what this project was really dealing with and 

the successes we’d had so far.  We were also interested in generating more ideas, which 
are often only generated when faced directly with the problem. 

Rachel (supposedly half fit), was the first to say “the bus is meeting us down 
at the bottom isn’t it?!”  Many laughs.   The climb, which for the last six 
months I have been traversing, came as a bit of a shock to a few people.  
But I did warn them with a very appropriate picture on the flyer.  And you 
thought I was joking...! 

Everyone was impressed with what had been accomplished so far and we 
were given a number of options on how to stabilise the gully head.  This will be 
happening in the very near future.  The yellow sand at the top of the breakaway will be 
spread with the Evergreen mix, with Rhodes and Premier digit grass being spread at the 
bottom on the clays.  Hopefully these grasses will aid in the stabilisation of the soils. 

Next stop was Ben Cobley’s.  Initially we started off in the river with Margi Weir from 
NACC talking about river restoration and the NACC Rivercare incentive.  Back on the 
bus, we crossed the river and we were taken to a nearby hill for a full view of the 
waterways traversing Erregulla Farm. 

Ben joined us on the hilltop to explain the intricacies of the varies river systems running 
through the property.  The waterways are extensive and much to the owners credit, a lot 
of them have been fenced off through various incentive programs and the owners 
contributions.  A section of the remnant vegetation has also had a caveat placed on it, to 
protected for many years.   

Through my calculations, approximately 200ha has been fenced off, with 27km of fencing 
protecting 14km of the river.  This is an extremely good effort.  Apart from fencing other 
environmental works have been carried out on Erregulla Farm.  Areas of bare scold 
rendered useless, have since been turned back into grazing land with 100% cover. 

The next stop was Bagley’s.  There are a number of things happening at Bagley’s this 
year including 40,000 saltbush seedlings being established through the (old) Australian 
Government Envirofund program.  These have been planted in a 40ha paddock adjacent 
to the Greenbrook River. 

In order to increase productivity on saltland pastures MIG will be trialling five annual 
species in the inter rows.  This work is being funded through the Perennial Pasture 
Companions project with Evergreen Farming and Saltland Pastures Association.  To date 
the ryegrass and barley are looking very good and the medic and clover are reasonably 
good with enough establishment to give good seed production for following years. 

DAFWA are also soon to sow a saltbush and rhagodia direct seeding trial at the site.  At 
this time I will also sow some perennial grass species between two saltbush inter rows to 
see how they perform. 

Next stop on tour, was Steve and Fran Fowler’s.  Here we departed the bus and 
clambered into the Elders’ trailer.  With a gleam in his eye, Ian Pulbrook took the wheel 
as we bumped and scraped our way into the site as I explained some of the scenes that 
we passed. 

Fowler’s site was one of great admiration.  Through the NACC Rivercare incentive and 
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off their own back, Steve and Fran have in-filled gullies and either cropped over or 
revegetated them.   

Approximately 40ha of land has been reclaimed from gully erosion and put back into a 
profitable crop.  Some areas of land that were filled in would not stabilise under a 
cropping system due to the steepness of the slope and were therefore planted back to 
native trees and shrubs.  Over the site approximately 20,000 trees and shrubs have been 
planted. 

Last stop for the day was Donald and Julie Heitman’s.  Here we looked at pasture 
cropping (see July MIG Newsletter).  Donald planted oats and barley into a perennial 
paddock that was sown in 2005.  With Tim Wiley explaining the ins and outs of pasture 
cropping everyone was amazed at the performance of the crop.  Of most note was the 
improved crop growth near the perennial grasses.  The crops were much bigger and 
healthier compared to the seedling away from the perennial grass plants.  This generated 
much interest and questioning as to why and how the perennials were creating an 
ecosystem that enhanced crop growth.  Tim and the DAFWA crew are researching the 
obvious symbiotic relationship that is occurring and will be extending information when 
they know more! 

Throughout the day, the ‘Greenies’ had to keep their eyes and ears open as there was a 
quiz with related questions from what they had seen and heard.  There was no snoozing 
allowed on the way home either if they wanted to win, with the last of the answers 
revealing themselves on the way into town.  Dave Brindal was the winner of a fine bottle 
of wine for his efforts, but Dave, don’t get too carried away as everyone else was right on 
your tail! 

A huge thank you must go to our bus driver, Craig Forsyth.  He did an excellent job and 
delivered us safely back to Mingenew.   
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ChemCert WA has some good news for growers.  The 2-day accreditation programme 
"Risk Management in Pesticide Use" is now an approved training course under the 
FarmReady Reimbursement Grants programme.  This means that eligible growers can 
claim up to $1500 per financial year to reimburse the cost of attending approved courses, 
such as “Risk Management in Pesticide Use.”  

FarmReady, a part of the Australia's Farming Future initiative, is and funded by DAFF, 
offers timely support to growers to assist them to raise their skills and competence to 
compete in markets with increasingly higher standards and expectations, and to deal with 
the impacts of climate change. 

Under FarmReady, primary producers, their family and managerial workers are eligible 
for the reimbursement of the course cost of $425 for Risk Management in Pesticide Use. 

To apply for FarmReady support for Risk Management in Pesticide Use growers should 
look at the FarmReady website where there are application forms and information on 
how to apply.  The website is at www.farmready.gov.au.    

Growers need to send the form for pre-approval of the reimbursement to FarmReady at 
least 10 working days before the ChemCert WA course.  After the course, growers use 
the claim form to apply for reimbursement and are eligible if they submit it within 30 days 
of the course conclusion.   

ChemCert WA scheduled courses are listed on the website www.chemcertwa.com.au.  If 
you have a group interested in training contact us on 9341 5325 and we’ll organise a 
course in your area. 
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A successful Heavyland Field Walk was held on 21st August at the Rowe family’s 
property at Wongoondy, where a number of trials were viewed and a new chickpea 
variety was released. 

Although there were a few spits of rain at the start of the day, it managed to hold off 
during the field walk, leaving everyone dry at the conclusion of the event. 

The day started off with the release of the new chickpea variety from AWB Seeds, PBA 

Slasher . 

PBA Slasher  is the first variety to be released by Pulse Breeding Australia, a joint 
venture including Pulse Australia, the University of Adelaide, GRDC and the state 
departments of primary industries and agriculture. 

The variety was bred by Victorian DPI plant breeder Dr Kristy Hobson, who said that the 
variety showed a consistent yield advantage over currently available varieties. 

PBA Slasher  is suited to no-till, inter-row sowing on wider rows (30-60cm) into 
standing residue.  It has shown increased sensitivity to high rates (2x label rate) of 
flumetsulam on calcareous alkaline soils compared with Genesis 090. 

Simon Crane, General Manager AWB Seeds also attended the release and said the 
variety was suited to all chickpea growing areas in southern NSW, Victoria, SA and WA. 

He said the excellent disease resistance of the variety and its ability to produce 
consistent yields under a range of growing conditions will make it a popular choice for 
growers. 

The walk then continued down the trial site to look at field peas, where Ian Pritchard 
spoke about the demand for different varieties and the agronomy behind each. 

Other trials that where looked at included Albus lupins, a new lupin variety selected 
from Gungurru for salt tolerance, a Lupin Seeding rate trial which will also look at 
different times of harvest to see what impact such management has on shedding and 
yield. 

It was then onto the Time of Sowing trials in both the wheat and barley, where large 
differences in plant growth and vigour could be noticed.  Richard Quinlan explained the 
varieties and the new ones, including Mace and Magneta wheat, that were looking 
promising for the Northern Agricultural Region. 

There was also a time of sowing trial with eight canola varieties including  Tanami, 
Hurricane, T2196, Bravo, Cobbler, Rottnest, Tawriffic and ATR 409. 

There was a clear difference in plant growth and vigour between the first and second 
time of sowing, with the second sowing showing poor growth. 

The first time of sowing was sown dry, while the second time of sowing was sown three 
weeks after the opening rain. 

The canola topic that generated the most interest was Roundup Ready Canola, with 
farmers directing questions at Richard who did well to explain the concept and his 
understanding of the process. 

The day was followed by a sundowner, with most attendees staying for a bite, a beer 
and a chat. 

The Spring field day will be held on 3rd September at Chris Foster’s property on 
Allanooka Springs road.  See you there. 
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With wildflowers out, seeders back in the shed, tractors washed down and spraying 
nearly completed, it was a good chance for MIG farmers, sponsors and supporters to 
board a bus and meander around the MIG sand plain farmer demonstrations. 

With the event scheduled for Tuesday 18th August and only 4 people keen on Friday, 
Richard thought we might as well call it off, as it looked like MIG members were too busy 
to take half a day off. 

As Monday morning came around all the RSVPs rolled in and the crop tour was back on. 

The trip started from the MIG office and headed west to Gillam’s lupin demo, where 
Richard went through the varieties and seeding rates, answering growers’ questions 
about the season so far. 

We then headed up to Stoney’s Canola Demo, and looked at the different varieties, 
including Cobbler, T2196, Tanami, Bravo, Rottnest, Tawriffic and Hurricane. 

Topic of conversation soon led to GM and Roundup Ready Canola, how the technology 
works and the role it plays in the cropping system. 

The bus then travelled to the Claying Demo, which is currently in its third year.  The utes 
were piled high to ensure we didn’t have to push the bus out of the sand.  There were 
some visible results in the different plots, with the nil treatments clearly having lower 
plant growth and biomass. 

The treatments included in the claying trial were 250t/ha Pink Clay, 250t/ha Yellow Sand, 
500t/ha Pink Clay and 125t/ha Pink Clay. 

From there our travels took us north to look at another Lupin Demo.  Varieties in the 
demo included Mandelup at rates of 100kg/ha and 130kg/ha, Wonga at 100kg/ha and 
Coromup at 100kg/ha. 

Next on the agenda was a wheat variety demo hosted by Korics which included Calingiri, 
Fortune, Gladius, Mace, Magenta and Wyalkatchem.  Richard discussed the place of the 
newer varieties Mace, Magenta, Fortune and Gladius in the MIG area. 

From the wheat demo, it was a quick drive down the track to a lupin paddock where a 
strip had been sprayed out with 40L of Garlon for blue lupin control. 

The bus’ last stop was to Jamie Greaves’, where the group looked at an extensive 
Dividend Demo.  Half of the seed sown in the paddock had been treated with dividend 
seed dressing, while the other half was left untreated.  The treated rows were alternated 
with the untreated seed, providing a good demonstration of the product. 

A Predicta B Test was taken before seeding, which indicated the paddock had a high risk 
of developing Rhizoctonia.  Dividend can be used on all wheat and barley varieties to 
provide protection against Covered Smut, Loose Smut, Net Blotch, Pythium Root Rot, 
Rhizoctonia Root Rot, Common bunt and Flag Smut. 

Brian Staines and Ian MacDonald from Syngenta were at the site to answer grower 
questions and to point out the visual effect that Dividend had on the crop. 

One of the key symptoms of plants suffering from Rhizoctonia is spear tipping of the 
roots, whereby the roots have a pointed end, rather than the usual rounded tip, with 
affected roots also having a brown tip. 

Plants affected with Rhizoctonia Root rot have small root symptoms, and can be noticed 
where there are patches of reduced growth in an otherwise healthy looking crop. 

The Dividend demo showed less incidence of Rhizoctonia in crop, and where 
Rhizoctonia was present within a Dividend treatment the plant had more biomass, and 
was healthier. 

It was then back to the MIG office for the conclusion of the day. 
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The future for feed grain producers looks bright with demand remaining high and the 
constant uncertainties of supply set to keep prices above historical averages. 

Rabobank analyst Adam Tomlinson says that as the global economy recovers, and in a 
deregulated Australian wheat export market, there is likely to be greater volatility in feed 
grain prices. 

Everyone on the crop tour enjoyed the day, with a lot of members commenting on how 
the setup was more practical than taking a couple of hours out each week for a field walk. 
We hope to continue this new event in the future to include one for each the sand plain 
and heavy land demos. 

A big thank you to Matt Stoney for looking after everyone as the capable bus driver, to 
Richard for providing advice throughout the day, MIG sponsors who attended and MIG 
farmers who supported the event. 
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It is a testament to the innovation of Western Australian farmers that CSBP has sold one 
million tonnes of liquid fertilisers since commercial release in 2001. 

CSBP Market Development Manager Liquids Gabrielle Lucchesi and CSBP Area 
Manager Bernie Zahra were on hand to congratulate Chris, Melody and Simon Chipper of 
York, who took delivery of the millionth tonne on Monday 10 August. 

Former CSBP employee Barrie Ball also attended as he played a key role in championing 
the development of liquid fertilisers and Flexi-N among the farming community. 

In 1997 field trials commenced to investigate liquid fertilisers and CSBP has continued 
this research every year. In 1999 CSBP provided fifteen innovative growers with a total of 
500 tonnes of Flexi-N in on-farm storage tanks for evaluation. The response was 
enthusiastic and later that year the user group was expanded to over one hundred 
farmers.   

Farmers have highlighted the ease of handling and storage and the opportunity to save a 
pass over the paddock when applying pesticides as key benefits of liquid fertilisers. 

The popular liquid nitrogen fertiliser Flexi-N also allows growers to accurately match 
nitrogen top-ups to seasonal conditions using a boomspray, while any unused product 
stays in perfect condition in suitable on-farm storage. 

CSBP’s ongoing research and development in field and glasshouse experiments and 
demonstrations every year has shown improved efficiency of nutrient uptake through 
banding liquids during the seeding operation. Many growers are now banding liquid 
fertilisers in conjunction with solid cropping compounds to accurately apply a wide range 
of nutrients at seeding for improved logistics and plant nutrient uptake. 

CSBP has since developed a range of liquid fertilisers containing phosphorus, sulphur 
and potassium as well as nitrogen suitable for Western Australian soils and conditions.  
More recently, the StrataSol range of liquid trace element fertilisers allows growers the 
option to apply fully compatible copper, zinc and manganese products during seeding or 
post-emergence. 

Flexi-N manufacture facilities at Kwinana, Geraldton and Esperance and storage at inland 
locations have been developed by CSBP in response to the rapid growth of liquids to 
provide the infrastructure necessary to deliver to farmers’ requirements. 

Western Australian farmers and CSBP have worked together to develop the use of liquid 
fertilisers through boomsprays and most recently through banding technology, so WA 
farmers have become the nation’s leading adopters of liquid fertiliser technologies. 
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Wind erosion is a serious threat to the resource base and agricultural industry in the 
Northern Agricultural Region (NAR).  Approximately 80% of the region’s soils have a 
‘sandy’ surface (<10% clay) (Robertson, 2001). The prevailing winds in the region are a 
significant feature of the climate in the NAR, and these winds can be particularly 
problematic during late summer and autumn.  The wind erosion potential of these 
susceptible soils is high during this time, when the land is dry and devoid of vegetative 
cover i.e. <50% groundcover. 

Severe wind erosion events remove precious topsoil, resulting in a further decline in the 
health of agricultural land and the movement of nutrients across the landscape.  These 
events also have significant social impacts such as the mental well-being of the farming 
community. For example when farmer sees his/her paddock’s topsoils disappearing 
across boundary fence it is soul-destroying.  

It has been shown that the NAR is one of the first areas in Australia that will feel the 
impacts of climate change.  The risk and impact of wind erosion in the NAR will continue 
to increase as the effects of climate change become more apparent. 

Through the new Australian Government Caring For Our Country funding, the Northern 
Agricultural Catchments Council (NACC) has funds available to assist farmers and land 
managers to increase the percentage of perennial land use in the NAR, and promote land 
use change that provides year round groundcover to those soils in the region that are 
most susceptible to wind erosion.  Between July 2009 and June 2012, NACC will offer 
incentives to encourage land managers to undertake these beneficial land use changes.   

Incentives offered through this project include the establishment of perennial pastures 
and fodder shrubs, strategic plantings of oil mallees and establishment of tree species 
(native and exotic) as wind breaks.  These management practices have been shown to 
reduce the wind erosion potential of susceptible soils.  For example, the establishment of 
perennial pastures provides year round groundcover and protection from severe winds.   

0
-�
��������� �
��������
��
��,���12�	� ��������
*�)%�!�+,���������������-����.����
��
���-����
 


(�5�5��!	�������9	&���	
���������	

“Although demand has slowed in 2009 due to the global economic downturn, there are a 
number of factors that should sustain feed grain prices,” he says. 

“The demand for animal protein globally remains at high levels. The growing world 
population and rising incomes in developing countries has led to greater demand for 
animal proteins and increasing global animal production for food. 

“We expect feed grain prices to remain above the long-term average and to track 
sideways during 2009 leading into 2010. However, a supply shock or dramatic rise in 
global energy prices could change this outlook to the upside. In saying that though, we 
do not expect that the record grain prices experienced in 2008 will be repeated in 2009.” 

“The major challenge facing the domestic feed grain industry in Australia is the 
unpredictable nature of the Australian climate and the impact of drought years on feed 
grain production and prices,” Mr Tomlinson says.  

Feed grain demand in Australia has grown dramatically over the past 10-15 years, from 
around six million tonnes to nine million tonnes (although the GFC will pose some short 
term disruptions). This increase in local demand for feed grain places domestic prices 
further at the mercy of the Australian climate. 

“The big issue for Australian feed grain end-users is securing a consistent feed grain 
supply at the right price for use for livestock,” he says. 

“Australia is a dominant exporter of grain with international benchmark grain prices 
influencing domestic grain prices. To overcome variable international grain prices and 
unpredictable Australian production in a deregulated wheat export market, it is most likely 
that feed grain end-users will need to manage feed grain input and marketing decisions 
by carrying grain inventory or taking forward positions more actively.” 
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Incentives are offered on a first come first served basis.  Sites will be assessed against 
set guidelines and criteria to ensure that on-ground works funded through the project 
deliver landscape-scale change and value for money.  Funding is retrospective, with sites 
being inspected on completion of works to ensure compliance with works standards, prior 
to payment.  Land managers undertaking on-ground works will also be offered 12 months 
membership to an appropriate industry group to enable them to access the latest 
technology and management information available that is relevant to their situation. 

In addition to offering financial incentives, the project will also provide training and 
information dissemination opportunities to land managers involved in the project, whilst 
also including other community members with an interest in wind erosion and natural 
resource management.  Training to be provided includes grazing management workshops 
to ensure land managers understand how best to manage their perennial pastures for 
production and environmental health; stubble retention management practices to protect 
susceptible soils; integration of oil mallee and windbreak systems in existing farming 
systems, including the establishment and long term management of these tree crops; and 
revegetation of saline lands.   

For information regarding NACC’s wind erosion incentives, contact your Local NRM 
Officer (NRMO). 

National Australia Bank (NAB) Agribusiness Managers will be out in force at the 
Mingenew Expo Field Days, to catch up with customers and non-customers alike. 

Andrew Clark, NAB’s Regional Agribusiness Manager for Western Australia, is bringing a 
team of specialists along to discuss everything from Commodity prices to financial 
planning. 

Mr Clark said that the field days are a great opportunity for him and his staff to review the 
latest developments and innovations in agribusiness. 

“Agribusiness is an exciting industry to be involved in, and we pride ourselves on having 
an understanding of where our customers are coming from. 

“We believe the industry has strong underlying fundamentals with historically lower 
interest rates and long term demand with the growing global population needing food and 
fibre. 

“So it’s business as usual for NAB and we are still providing financial support for 
agricultural enterprises right along the supply chain,” Mr Clark said. 

NAB’s financial professionals can discuss just about any aspect of farmers’ and 
associated industry’s financial future.  Anyone who doesn’t have time to stay and talk at 
Mingenew can organise for one of the team to visit them on-farm or place of business 
when convenient. 

“The more customers stay in touch with their bankers and other advisors, the more 
quickly and easily they can, together, work out strategies to deal with any issues that 
arise. 

“We know the importance of personal contact, and that is why we have recently added 
two staff in agribusiness relationship roles in WA and we are currently recruiting for two 
more,” Mr Clark said. 

NAB Agribusiness will be at the usual position, site 26 on the oval, and co-located once 
again with Oil Mallee Association of WA. 

“NAB is a long-time supporter of the Ovarian Cancer Foundation, and silver ribbons will 
be on sale at the stand for $5 each in support of this cause. 

“Our team are looking forward to a great couple of days at Mingenew and we encourage 
all farmers to drop in to the stand and say hello,” Mr Clark said. 
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Since deregulation arrived the marketing of the grain has become a really hot topic.  
Many farmers are excited at the prospect of maximising profits from their own product and 
some are considering storing and selling their own grain with the facilities to value add by 
blending or grading. 

However historically most grain stored on farm in WA has been for feed or seed so any 
loss of quality or germination energy has been accepted as part of the risks of farming. 

But once you hold your own grain for sale off the farm you also accept the risk – this is 
the risk you have handed to CBH for so many years.  The projected rewards are going to 
hinge on investment in infrastructure and your ability to deliver to customer specifications.  
The opportunity cost is very high if you get it wrong. 

A huge amount of money is invested in growing the stuff and that money is outlaid in 
hope – hope the weather will be kind and there will be good yields to justify the outlay! 

Once the grain is harvested and you know the quality and quantity that’s where you have 
a direct influence on the environment that grain is kept in, it’s not weather dependant. 

But this also a part of the business investment where I see compromises made and 
lowest price syndrome being applied which is not necessarily applied when purchasing 
the latest harvester! 

This is now a stop loss operation; the equipment you invest in has to be good enough to 
prevent loss of quality so you can offer grain for sale to the widest range of markets. 

This is also the part of the business where serious losses can and do occur. Management 
of farm stored grain is sometimes referred to as ‘crisis management’ trying to find a 
solution when things start to go wrong!  The grain is loaded below 12% but when you get 
around to checking it March you find water in the headspace. Water liberated from the 
grain by insects does the most damage and then the moulds become active and also 
create more water and heat which insects love! 

The big question is can I control the grain quality and the weevils and make profits?  The 
answer is yes with the right equipment and good management. 

1. The most important management technique is good hygiene – remove sources of food 
and shelter for weevils outside the silo and they die out. They evolved to survive in a 
protected environment where there is a reliable food supply and they can’t survive in the 
field.  If you find them outside the silo they will always be under a bag or piece of wood or 
sheet of tin and even under the bark of trees.  So a pile of grain is paradise for weevils! 

2. To be sure of a good outturn load only grain at the right moisture content for long term 
storage – if no aeration fitted it must be below 12% and up to 15% with aeration.  
However close to 12% in a large silo is also risky and moisture migration to the 
headspace needs to be monitored. If it wouldn’t be accepted by the central system then it 
may also cause problems in your own storage.  Large amounts of weed seeds are going 
to limit your market opportunities and radish can cause germination problems. 

3. If you are using your silos for harvest management then aeration is a valuable tool to 
be able to handle over moisture loads. Aeration will control grain temperature and 
preserve grain quality but is also great for managing grain insects but will not eliminate 
them.  Sealing will enable you to eliminate insects inside the silo using a fumigant gas – 
these are not optional extras if you are going to trade grain in all markets and the larger 
the silo the more important it becomes for a successful outturn. 

4. Timing is important when controlling insects - don’t wait until you see them. By the time 
they become visible in the grain they have reached a density of 1- 2000 per tonne! 
Fumigate when you lock up the silo after harvest or aerate to stabilise the temperature 
and then fumigate. 

5. Keep your eye on your investment – know what is going on inside the silo.  Spear and 
sieve it and install pitfall traps 
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Irwin Valley 
Alkaloids Day 

September 2 Mingenew Rec 
Centre 

Lupin growers and 
shareholders 

MIG Spring Field 
Day 

September 3 Allanooka Springs 
Rd (just east of Tabletop 

Rd intersection) 

All 

Mouldboard 
plough Demo 

September 4 West Arrino Rd 
(Between Blue Water Rd 

and end of bitumen) 

All 

Pastures 
Grower’s Tour 

September 7—10 WA—including 
Wasley’s, Kelly’s 

and Forsyth’s 

All 
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